


Be Saved By Saying the Sinner's Prayer....????
 
Introduction
    I.  If you have read many tracts published by denominationalists or have listened
         to many religious programs or radio or t-v, you know about the "Sinner's
         Prayer."
        A.  The prayer consists of a statement in which one acknowledges that he/she
	  is a sinner and in need of salvation.  There is a request for forgiveness and
	  a statement saying that one has accepted Jesus Christ into his/her heart 
	  and that he/she trusts Jesus for salvation.
        B.  This must work among denominationalists and apparently is comforting
     	  to those who consider themselves to be sinners who are seeking salvation.
  II.  The problem with the Sinner's Prayer is that it is contrary to what the 
        scriptures teach one to do to be saved.
 III.  In this lesson we will consider the lack of authority for the Sinner's Prayer and
         will consider God's teaching as to what one must do to be saved.

Body	

    I.  The Sinner's Prayer is without scriptural authority.
        A.  When one refuses to hear God's law or will, even his prayer is an 
	  abomination to the Lord.  Prov. 28:9.
	  1.  The sinner has rebelled against God, thus God will not hear his prayer
	       for salvation.  Is. 59:1, 2.
	  2.  He must, instead, listen to what God tells him to do to be saved.
	  3.  God has not instructed mankind to pray for salvation in this condition
	       of separation.
        B.  Since there is no command or example of one who has alienated himself
	  from God to pray for salvation, another way must be found.

  II.  The scriptures are clear that one who is an alien to God is not told to pray,
        but is taught to fulfill His required conditions of salvation.
        A.  Salvation is in the name of Christ.  Acts 4:12. 
	  1.  The Old Testament prophets pointed to Jesus as the one who was to save 
	       sinners. Is. 53:1-8.
	       a.  Philip began at this scripture and preached Christ to the Ethiopian.
	            Acts 8:32-35.
	  2.  John the Baptist proclaimed Jesus as the one who could save the world 
	       from sin.  John 1:29-37.
	       a.  Andrew and another of John's disciples left John and began to follow 
		Jesus.  John 1:37-42.
	       b.  They believed John's testimony about Jesus.
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         B.  Salvation is "in Christ."  Eph. 1:3, 7.
    	  1.  We are new creatures "in Christ."  II Cor. 5:17.
	  2.  Entrance into Christ is through obedience to conditions of salvation
	       rather than through prayer.
	       a.  We are baptized into Christ Jesus and into His death where He shed
		the blood to save us.  Rom. 6:3, 4; (Matt. 26:28).
	       b.  Children of God are those who have been baptized into Christ.
	   	Gal. 3:26, 27.
          C.  Examples of salvation reveal the necessity of obedience and not prayer.
                1.  Pentecostians.  Acts  2:14-41.
	    2.  Ethiopian.  Acts 8:36-39.
	    3.  Saul.  Acts 9:10-19; 22:7-16.
	         a.  This would have been the perfect time for God to reveal that the
		  sinner's prayer should be prayed.
	         b.  Instead He had Ananias tell Saul to arise and be baptized.
	    4.  But what about Cornelius?
	         a.  Cornelius, a devout Gentile, prayed to God and gave alms to the
		  Jews. Acts 10:1-4.
	         b.  Cornelius was told to send for Simon Peter who would tell him what
		  to do to be saved.  Acts 10:5-8; 11:13, 14.
	         c.  Peter commanded the believing, penitent household of Cornelius to
		  be baptized.  Acts 10:47, 48.

Conclusion

   I.  You are not to pray the Sinner's Prayer to be saved, but you must obey the
        teaching of God.
 II.  Wouldn't it be great for you to begin your life as one saved in Christ today?
III.  God has done His part;  will you do yours?
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