



“Children Are A Heritage Of The Lord”

Introduction

I. 	You have likely read stories, or have seen programs on television, in which a baby is born at the end of the story or program.
A. 	This often happens following a series of failures or disappointments.
B. 	The birth of the baby evidences that life goes on and that there is hope.
II. 	We are impressed with how empty our lives would have been without children.
A. 	I recognize that some have chosen not to marry, and I respect their choice.
B. 	I also realize that some marriages may not have been blessed with children.
III. 	The Scriptures teach us the value of children.
IV. 	Let us consider some of the biblical teaching.
 
Body

I.   Children are a gift of God.
A. 	Eve considered her sons as being from the Lord.  Gen. 4:1-2, 25.
B. 	Leah did not consider herself to be loved by Jacob as much as he loved Rachel, so, when she was able to bear Reuben and Simeon, she considered them as blessings from the Lord. Gen. 29:31-33.
C. 	Rachel had appealed to God to give her a child so God blessed her, and Joseph was born.  Gen. 30:22-24.
D. 	Jacob told Esau that those he saw were “the children which God hath graciously given thy servant.”  Gen. 33:4-5.
E. 	The psalmist recognized children to be a heritage or gift from God.  Ps. 127:1-5.
F. 	The Lord is to be praised for many reasons, including making the barren woman to be a joyful mother.  Ps. 113:1-9.
G. 	“Children’s children are the crown of old men; and the glory of children are their fathers.”  Prov. 17:6.
H. 	What a blessing to the virtuous woman when her children arise “to call her blessed.” Prov. 31:25-31.

II.  Jesus commended children.  
A. 	Jesus used a little child to teach His disciples humility.  Matt. 18:1-6; Mark 9:33-37.
B. 	He received little children and taught that a child-like attitude was necessary in order to enter into the kingdom of God.  Mark 10:13-16 (I Cor. 14:20; I Pet. 2:2).

III. 	Let us love and nurture our children.
A. 	Children are to obey their parents and fathers are to train the children.  Eph. 6:1-4; Col. 3:20-21.
B. 	When we make mistakes with our children, let us learn to ask their forgiveness, and strive to do better.
C. 	Don’t short-change them.
1. 	Give them your time.
2. 	Hug and hold them while you can.
3. 	Don’t let them grow up without the warmth and attention which lets them know they are loved and wanted.
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Conclusion

I. 	Children are truly a blessing from the Lord.
II. 	Let us recognize our responsibilities and never cease to seek their welfare.
A. 	The father of the prodigal son never stopped looking for his son to return.
B. 	We must continue to pray for our children throughout their lives as we trust they will also pray for us as parents.
III. 	Love your children.
IV. 	Love God, and obey Him today!
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