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Flee Youthful Lusts

Introduction

I.	In one of my classes this semester, two of the thirteen women in the class introduced themselves saying, among other things, that they had become pregnant while in high school and while unmarried.
A. 	Both young women had kept their babies, but their lives were complicated as the result of their earlier behaviors.
B. 	These women join with hundreds of thousands of girls and women who have sex without marriage.
C. 	In this country probably more than a million will receive abortions each year and many thousands will be pregnant outside of marriage.
D. 	Boys and men are obviously equally involved in this illicit behavior.
II. 	An article by Suzanne Chazin in the September Reader’s Digest, titled, “Teen Pregnancy:  Let’s Get Real” should be read by all teens and their parents.
A. 	From 1965 to 1994 the birth rate for unmarried teens, ages 15 to 19, has risen from less than 2% to almost 5%.
B. 	This does not include the numerous abortions that were received.
C. 	Chazin states that today more than half of all teen-age boys and girls have had sex by the age of 18.
D. 	She reports that according to “Child Trends, a Washington, D. C., research organization, more than half of teen-age mothers are not residing with their child’s father by the time that child reaches grade school.
E. 	Four out of five unmarried mothers receive no formal child support from the fathers of their children.
F. 	She reports that “fatherless children are more likely to take drugs, drop out of school, turn to crime and become teen parents themselves.”
G. 	Teen-age mothers are less likely than other girls to finish high school and “the chance of attaining any higher education is slim.” 
H. 	Read her accounts of the three teen-age mothers she discusses.
III.Paul instructed Timothy to “flee youthful lusts…” II Tim. 2:22.
IV.Paul’s instruction must be applied to all of us.







Body

I. 	God created woman for man.
A. 	God recognized that it was not good for man to be alone, and He made a “help meet for him.” Gen. 2:18.
1. 	This help meet for (or answering to) man was woman.      Gen. 2:18-23.
2. 	God said, “Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife:  and they shall be one flesh.” Gen. 2:24; Matt. 19:4-5.
3. 	The Holy Spirit declared marriage to be honorable and the marriage relationship to be “undefiled.”  Heb. 13:4.
B. 	Living a chaste life is appropriate for those who choose to remain unmarried.  I Cor. 7:1, 8-9, 26-28.
C. 	Marriage is designed to satisfy biological and emotional desires that can only be fulfilled in this way.  I Cor. 7:1-7.

II.  God gives instructions against immorality.
A. 	He warns us all to flee youthful lusts and to do righteousness.  II Tim. 2:22.	
B. 	He teaches the sinfulness of homosexuality.  Rom. 1:18-27;      II Pet. 2:6.
C. 	Christians are to flee fornication.  I Cor. 6:12-20; 10:8;           II Cor. 12:20-21; Eph. 5:3-14; I Thess. 4:3-8; Heb. 12:12-17.

III. 	Joseph set the example of one who, even though he was strongly 	tempted, did not yield.  Gen. 39:7-12.
A. 	Joseph resisted repeated attempts at seduction.  39:7-10.
B. 	He didn’t listen to her and avoided being with her.  39:10.
C. 	He fled from her even though she later lied about him resulting in his being put in prison.  39:11-12.
D. 	God ultimately blessed Joseph, giving him a wife, children and making him ruler in Egypt.  Gen. 41.

Conclusion

I. 	God clearly teaches against immorality.
II. 	You can live faithful to God, doing right rather than being immoral.  
III. 	God will help you overcome your temptations.  I Cor. 10:13.
IV. 	You can be faithful to God if you, as a believer, repent, are baptized and follow God’s word.  Do so today.
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