



“For Freedom Did Christ Set Us Free”
Sowing Unto The Spirit

Introduction

I. 	The lesson for today is one that I have tried to teach in most places where I have had the opportunity to preach.
II. 	One of the great passages in the New Testament is the discourse in Gal. 5:1-6:10.
A. 	The latter part of this passage has been applied through the years without the full context of the passage.
B. 	Our study will deal with the misapplication, but we will also seek to understand the entire passage.
1. 	Because of the complexity of the material, this study will require your careful consideration.
2. 	So, get your Bibles out and pay close attention to our study.

Body

I. 	Gal. 3 & 4 provide a background for our study.
A. 	Paul established several facts in Gal. 3:1-4:31.
1. 	Our purpose, at this time, is not to study this information, but some of the points are listed for your individual study.
a. 	The Galatians had received the Spirit through the “hearing of faith” and were warned not to be “bewitched” by those seeking to lead them back to the law of Moses.  3:1-4.
b. 	The law declared people to be sinners, and “no man is justified by the Law before God.”  3:5-14.
c. 	“Christ Redeemed us from the curse of the law,” and we are justified “by faith,” just as was Abraham.  3:5-14.
2. 	The law of Moses “was added” until “the seed” (Christ) came.  3:15-22.
3. 	We are now under “faith” or the gospel and have thus become “Abraham’s seed.”     3:23-29.
4. 	We are “no longer” bondservants, but sons and heirs of God.  4:1-31.
B. 	A careful private study of chapters three and four of Galatians will make our understanding of Gal. 5:1-6:10 clearer, but we leave that study to you.

II. 	“For freedom did Christ set us free.”  Gal. 5:1-15.
A. 	The Galatians were warned not to be “entangled again in a yoke of bondage.”  Vs. 1.
B. 	Circumcision, as a means of seeking justification, severs one from Christ.  Vss. 2-12.
C. 	Freedom does not give “license” to do everything we might choose to do.  Vss. 13-15.
1. 	We must not use freedom to fulfill the desires of the flesh.  Vs. 13.
2. 	We must fulfill the law by loving our neighbors as ourselves.  Vs. 14.
3. 	We must not “bite and devour one another.”  Vs. 15.

III. We must “walk by the Spirit” and not by “the flesh.”  Gal. 5:16-6:10.
A. 	Walking by the Spirit keeps us from fulfilling the lusts of the flesh.  Vss. 5:16-21.
B. 	Walking by the Spirit produces the “fruit of the Spirit.”  Vss. 5:22-24.  
C. 	Since we have come to have spiritual life “by the Spirit,” we must “walk” by the Spirit as we obey the teaching of God.  Vss. 25-26.






“For Freedom Did Christ Set Us Free”—Sowing Unto the Spirit, Page 2.

D. 	Living by the Spirit, we restore in gentleness those who have been overcome by sin.          Vs. 6:1-4. 
1. 	We restore the sinner with “gentleness” while examining ourselves.  Vs. 6:1.
2. 	We seek to bear the burdens of others.  Vs. 6:2.
3. 	We avoid self-exaltation.  Vs. 6:3-5.
E. 	We, who have been taught the word, jointly participate with our teachers.  Vs. 6:6.
F. 	We must be sowing to the Spirit rather than to the flesh.  Vss. 6:7-8.
1. 	This sowing to the Spirit is defined in  Gal. 5:22-24.
G. 	We must not become “weary in well-doing.”  Vs. 6:9.
1. 	Doing what is right—sowing to the Spirit—requires effort.
2. 	Don’t give up or faint, but just keep on sowing to the Spirit.
H. 	We must sow to the Spirit (Gal. 5:22-23) “toward all men, and especially toward them that are of the household of the faith.”  Vs. 6:10.
1. 	This passage has often been used to teach general benevolence from the church treasury, but it is teaching what individuals must do in their sowing “to the Spirit.”
2. 	We must show “love, joy, peace, longsuffering, meekness, self-control” to all men, but “especially toward them that are of the household of the faith.”
3. 	We try to treat others with respect, but some utterly fail, with our brethren, by treating them shamefully.
4. 	This is a sad commentary on any who would live and walk by the Spirit.

Conclusion

I. 	Gal. 5:1-6:10 is a wonderful, but often misunderstood and mis-taught passage.
II. 	Please study these thoughts carefully, and let us all be sowing to the Spirit.
III. 	We must all enter Christ in order to sow according to the Spirit.
IV. 	Will you obey Him today?  Heb. 11:6; John 8:24; Mk. 16:15-16; Acts 2:38; 22:16.
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