


From Eyes and Ears to Mouths

Introduction

I. 	Last week we considered eyes and ears.
A. 	Jehovah instructed Isaiah that his preaching would close the eyes and ears of those who were not interested in truth.
B. 	The mind must be open to truth for it to be received and for it to benefit the hearer.
C. 	Many other things could be said about using our ears (and eyes) as a means of learning truth.
D. 	Such lessons may be considered later.
II. 	Today, let us move from the eyes and ears to our mouths as we learn that we must teach truth to others.

Body

I. 	Remember that Isaiah accepted a call to spread God’s message, but that he was warned that the people would not hear or see the truth.
A. 	The very message of Isaiah would cause people to close their ears and eyes to truth.  Isa. 6:8-10.
B. 	In spite of the response, Isaiah was to continue to preach.  Isa. 6:11-13.

II. 	Those who accept truth, thus receiving salvation, have a responsibility to teach truth to others.
A. 	Teaching of others comes after we have had enough time to understand and apply truth in our own lives.  Heb. 5:12-14.
B. 	The disciples in the first century took the opportunity in a time of persecution to spread the truth to the lost in other areas.  Acts 8:1b-40.
1. 	Persecution led to the dispersion of the disciples.  Vss. 1b-3.
2. 	Philip is specified as one of the ones who, upon leaving Jerusalem, preached Christ to the city of Samaria, bringing much joy to the city.  Vss. 4-8.
3. 	He was successful in converting men and women, including Simon.  Vss. 9-13.
4. 	The apostles sent Peter and John to Samaria and they imparted to them spiritual gifts to enable them to continue the work.  Vss. 14-24.
5. 	Peter and John preached the word on the way back to Jerusalem.  Vs. 25.
6. 	Philip was then called away from Samaria to teach the Ethiopian.  Vss. 26-40.
C. 	There are many exhortations for Christians to teach others.
1. 	Paul exhorted Timothy and Titus to teach.  I Tim. 4:4-16; II Tim. 2:1-5;              Tit. 2:1-15.
2. 	Note that the older women are to teach the younger women, but that they are not to teach in such a way as to exercise authority over men.  Tit. 2:3-5;                         I Tim. 2:11-15.
3. 	The apostles refused to allow the Jewish rulers’ threats to keep them from teaching about Jesus.  Acts 4:1-31; 5:17-29, 40-42.
4. 	Elders are to be “apt to teach” and should be supported financially in their concentrated teaching.  I Tim. 3:2, Tit. 1:5, 9-11; I Tim. 5:17-18.
5. 	We are warned about teaching a different doctrine than that delivered by the apostles through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  Gal. 1:6-8; I Tim. 1:3-7;          II John 9-11.
6. 	We must recognize the responsibility that is upon us when we teach.  Jas. 3:1.
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Conclusion
I. 	Just as we must not close our eyes and ears to truth, we must open our mouths and teach truth.
II. 	If we are faithful to God, it is probably because others taught us.  
III. 	Please cease to be apathetic and unconcerned.
A. 	Teach members of your own family.
B. 	Be willing to study so as to teach in the work of the local church.
C. 	“Take heed to thyself, and to thy teaching.  Continue in these things; for in doing this thou shalt save both thyself and them that hear thee.” I Tim. 4:16.
IV. 	Obey the Lord and become a teacher of truth.  Matt. 28:19-20; Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; Gal. 3:26-27.
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