


Give Thanks, Put Your Care on The Lord, and Obey His Will

Introduction

I. 	We are saddened because of the evil murders of children and a teacher at Columbine High School in Littleton, Colorado.
A. 	We are reminded of other senseless killings that have taken place recently.
B. 	We are anxious about our lives and the lives of our children.
II. 	You will remember that it was just three weeks ago that our lesson was “Children Are A Heritage Of The Lord.”
A. 	How wonderful are our experiences with our children as we experience their joys and their successes and see them overcome their problems.
B. 	We must truly understand that children are a heritage of the Lord.
III. 	This morning I want you to carefully follow three points in our lesson as we recognize that we should give thanks for safety, put our care on the Lord and obey His will.
 
Body
I.   Give thanks unto God for our safety.
A. 	God is the source of all life.  Gen. 1:26-27.
B. 	God, who made man, is mindful of each of us.  Ps. 8:1-9.
1. 	Just as we are interested in our children, so is God interested in us.
2. 	We should praise God for His love.
     C.  Each day we should give thanks to God for our health, strength and our very lives.  
1. 	Our thanks are to be given to God, through Christ.  Col. 3:17.
2. 	We are to give thanks for all things, and this certainly includes thanks for our children’s health and safety.  Eph. 5:18-21; I Thess. 5:16-18.

Song:  We Thank Thee, Lord, # 10.

II.  Let us put our anxieties or cares on the Lord.  
A. 	He cares for us.  I Pet. 5:6-7.
B. 	We are more important to God than the flowers and birds.  Matt. 6:25-32.
C. 	The psalmist’s words comfort us.  Ps. 23:1-6; 56:1-13.
D. 	Jesus taught the apostles not to be afraid of those who could kill the body, but could not kill the soul.  Matt. 10:28-33.
E. 	We may have anxiety about many things in this life.
1. 	I remember the anxiety I felt the first time I flew on an airline.
a. 	I ultimately learned that it was safer to fly than to ride in a car, so my anxiety was lessened.
	2.  Our children are safer in the schools than in many of their other activities.

Song:  God Will Take Care of You, # 462.

III. 	Let us be obedient to the will of God.
A. 	Remember that we are to confess our faith in the Lord.  Matt. 10:32-33.
B. 	Jesus is the author of eternal salvation to the obedient.  Heb. 5:9.
C. 	We must learn not to render vengeance to evil doers.  III Jn. 11; Rom. 12:17-21.
1. 	Vengeance must be left to the Lord.  Rom. 13:1-4.
2. 	Be aware that you are not responsible for such evil actions as those in Columbine High School.
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Conclusion

I. 	Please give thanks daily for health and safety.
A. 	Remember my exhortation three weeks ago to love your children.
B. 	Tell them, hug them, hold them.
II.  Put your anxiety on the Lord because He cares.
III. 	Obey the Lord’s will today.  Matt. 6:33.
A. 	Believing in Jesus, confess Him now.  Matt. 10:32-33; Matt. 7:21-23.
B. 	Be baptized for the remission of sins now.  Acts 2:38.
C. 	You can then give thanks to God because you are a partaker “of the saints in light.”  Col. 1:12-14.
D. 	Plan to live faithful unto death.  Rev. 2:10.
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