





“He Was Moved With Compassion”

Introduction

I. 	Webster’s New World Dictionary defines the term “compassion” as “sorrow for the sufferings or trouble of another, with the urge to help; pity; deep sympathy.”
A. 	“Compassion” is from the Latin “com” meaning together and “pati” meaning to suffer.  
B. 	The thought of the word, then, is that we suffer together with another.
II. 	Several passages in the Bible speak of the compassion of God, the Father, of Jesus  and of men.
III. 	Today, let us learn the meaning of compassion and strive to develop this characteristic of God, Jesus and good men in our own lives.     

Body

I.   God, the Father, has shown compassion on men.
     A.  God was compassionate to Israel.  Ex. 3:1-12.
           1.  God had promised to bless the seed of Abraham.  Gen. 12:1-3.
2. 	When He saw Israel’s condition in Egypt, He was moved to deliver them from bondage.  
3. 	He promised to show His compassion to the nation in future years.          Deut. 30:1-3; Jer. 12:14-15; Lam. 3:32.
4. 	God was compassionate on the kingdom of Judah in the days of Zedekiah, but the people rejected Him.  II Chron. 36:11-16.
a. 	Because of this rejection, God brought the Chaldeans against Judah.        II Chron. 36:17-21.
b. 	This warns  us of the danger of rejecting the compassion of God.            
B. 	God repeatedly showed His compassion on His people.  Ps. 78:32-44; 86:15; Hosea 11:1-4; Micah 7:18-20.
    
II.  Jesus showed compassion on mankind.
      A.  He had compassion on the multitudes.  Matt. 9:35-38. 
B. 	After hearing of John Baptists’ death, Jesus withdrew, but had compassion on the multitudes which followed Him.  Matt. 14:13-21.
C. 	He had compassion on the unfortunate.  Matt. 20:29-34; Mark 1:40-41.
D. 	He had compassion for Jerusalem.  Matt. 23:37-39.
E. 	He showed His compassion on those who had lost loved ones as He raised them from the dead.  Luke 7:11-17; John 11:17-44.

III. 	Others have shown compassion, and we must follow their examples.
A. 	The good Samaritan has set a proper example.  Luke 10:33-34.
B. 	The Philippian jailor showed compassion on Paul and Silas.  Acts 16:33-34.
C. 	The barbarians on the island of Melita showed compassion on Paul and the other shipwreck victims.  Acts 28:1-2.
D. 	We must show compassion on sinners, erring brethren, the weak, the discouraged, the poor and all others who need our help.
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Conclusion

I.   Compassion is a wonderful characteristic.
II. 	Without the compassion of God on us as sinners, we would have no hope.
III. Let us follow the examples of the Father, Jesus and others.
IV. 	First, let us be sure to obey the teaching of God by which we are saved from our sins.
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