

“I Don’t Have Time”
Introduction
I. 	A short time ago I was talking with a person about some things which would improve this person’s income and family relationships.
A. 	His response was, “I don’t have time.”
1. 	He seems perfectly content to go on his way even though it will create problems in his life.
B.  Perhaps many of us are like this person. 
1. 	We have probably all said, “I don’t have time” to do something which would improve our lives or help others.
2. 	We should put spiritual things above material things.  Matt. 6:33.
3. 	We should learn to evaluate the things we do in our lives and choose the better part as did Mary.  Luke 10:38-42.
II. 	The Scriptures teach us the importance of time and how we should use our time effectively.
Body	

I. 	Time should prepare those of us who are Christians to be teachers of others.  
A. 	“By reason of time you ought to be teachers.”  Heb. 5:12-14.
B. 	Paul taught Timothy to teach those who are faithful and that they should teach others also.  II Tim. 2:2-7.
C. 	One reason my lessons are given to you in outline form is so that you may use these materials to teach others.  
1. 	Some are making notebooks of the lessons so they can be used.
2. 	This would be good for others to do the same.

II. 	We are taught to “redeem the time.”  Eph. 5:15-17.
A. 	The footnote on “redeeming the time” in the ASV is “buying up the opportunity.”
1. 	The statement is in the context of an admonition that we should look carefully how we walk.
2. 	The parallel passage relates the passage to our relationship with the world.  Col. 4:2-6.
3. 	Our entire lives are under consideration as we are taught to use our time wisely.  Rom. 13:11-14.
4. 	Each of us may let opportunities to do good slip away from us.
5. 	We may give the excuse, “I didn’t have time,” but that is not a sufficient reason to excuse our failure.  James 4:17; Matt. 25:31-46.
B. 	Paul, quoting from Isaiah, urged the Corinthians to live better lives by using their time wisely.  II Cor. 6:1-2
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Conclusion
I. 	Someone has said, “If you want something done, ask a busy person to do it.”
II. 	God recognizes that we each have only 24 hours in the day, but He seeks for us to be diligent doing His will.
A. 	The excuse, “I didn’t have time” will not be acceptable in the judgment.
B. 	Let us prepare for that judgment by using our time wisely in doing what is right and by teaching others.
C. 	Don’t get in the habit of using the excuse, “I don’t have time” when it comes to spiritual matters.
III.  This is your “day of salvation,” and you have the promise of no more.
A. 	If you are not living faithfully and functioning as a part of the local church to build up others, begin to do so.  Heb. 10:23-25; Rev. 2:10.
B. 	If you have not become a child of God, do so.  Gal. 3:26-27; Heb. 5:9.
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