


If We Don’t Teach Them, Who Will?  No. II

Introduction  
I. 	We were, no doubt, all saddened to hear of the deaths of eleven Texas A & M students who were building the structure for the bonfire last week.
A. 	This illustrates the tenuous nature of lives on this earth.
B. 	None of these young men likely thought that their lives were nearly over.
C. 	This should cause us all to realize that our lives are but vapors.  Jas. 4:13-15.
II. 	The first two lessons have considered some of the history of teaching under the old  covenant and a brief discussion of what has been done in my life, based on my observations.
A. 	Teaching was often deficient in the 1940’s and 1950’s, but many were converted with few preachers’ being supported fully in financial ways.
B. 	During those years many young people fell away from the faith, possibly because of too little teaching and the consequences of  World War II, including the prevalence of women’s working in defense plants.
III. 	More recently there has been increased teaching with at least some churches doing works of helping young men become preachers and young women to be preachers’ wives.
IV. 	In the first lesson, it was suggested that our study would focus more on your and my work of teaching, both privately and publicly.

Body
I. 	Just as under the first covenant, much of the responsibility of teaching children rested on the fathers, so we as parents are primarily responsible to teach our children.
A. 	Paul commended the teaching which Timothy had received from his mother and grandmother.  II Tim. 1:3-6; 3:12-17.
1. 	Timothy’s background in the Old Testament prepared him to have faith in Jesus Christ.
2. 	He was exhorted to be a good example and to be faithful in teaching the word to others.  I Tim. 4:12-16; II Tim. 2:1-13. 
B. 	Since children are to obey their parents, the parents must have properly taught their children.  Eph. 6:1-4; Col. 3:20-21.
C. 	Fathers today should be like Joshua.  Jos. 24:14-15.
1. 	The children may not always like what their parents teach them, but as long as your teaching is in harmony with God’s teaching, “hold your ground.”
a. 	They may call you a fanatic or “old foggy,” but take your stand.
b. 	They may be able to “blame you” for their not getting to do some things and thus have “a way out” when friends want them to do wrong.
2. 	Parents must make clear that they do not approve of their children’s behaviors which are wrong.  I Jn. 2:15-17; Eph. 5:1-14.
3. 	They should indicate their disapproval of religious error, also.  II Jn. 9-11;       Gal. 1:6-8.
4. 	Children should be taught to seek God’s kingdom first.  Matt. 6:19-33.

II. 	Parents, as Christians, should be producing the proper fruit.
A. 	The parable of the soils teaches us the proper response to the word.  Lk. 8:1-18.
B. 	We should be letting our lights shine.  Matt. 5:13-16.
C. 	Our lights, as individual Christians, should make the light emanating from the church to be more effective.  I Tim. 3:14-15.
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Conclusion

I. 	Are you and I seeking to live as good examples to others?
II. 	Are we trying, to the best of our abilities, to teach our children, husbands and wives and other family members?
A. 	Could we schedule a class in your home to teach your family members or friends?
B. 	Would you assist others in teaching such classes?
III. 	If you have not obeyed the gospel, please realize the fragile nature of life and don’t put off your obedience!
IV. Obey the truth today, and teach it to others.  I Tim. 4:14-16.
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	I am indebted to Kenneth E. Thomas for thoughts in this series of articles based on an article which he had published on Mars-List, which had been based on an article written by Anthony Hudson on another web-list.


