The Importance of Speaking

Introduction
   I.  Consider a day in your life when no one speaks to you.
        A.  You would wonder what is wrong with you.
        B.  You would probably feel lonely.
 II.   Do we speak to others?
        A.  Do we speak with enthusiasm?
        B.  Do we show them by the way we speak that we are interested in them?
        C.  Are we aware that our speaking to others may save their souls?
        D.  Do we fear the Lord and speak one to another?  Mal. 3:16f.	
III.  Let us consider the importance of communication through speaking.
        
Body
   I.  We should be thankful that God has spoken to us.
        A.  Genesis tells us how God spoke in the beginning.
	  1.  "And God said, Let there be light: and there was light." Gen. 1:3.
	  2.  God continued to speak to create the universe.
	  3.  Jesus was the Word.  John 1:1-3, 14.
        B.  God speaks to us today through Christ.  Heb. 1:1-4.  
              1.  Jesus spoke the Father's will.  John 7:16, 17; 8:28, 29.
	  2.  Jesus gave the Holy Spirit to the apostles to guide them into all
	       the truth.  John 14:26; 16:12-14.
        C.  The apostles spoke and recorded the word given by the Holy Spirit.
	  1.  Peter preached the word on Pentecost.  Acts 2:14-40.
	  2.  The apostles preached it in spite of the  threats from the Jewish leaders. 
                   Acts 4:13-20.
	  3.  They prayed for boldness to preach in the presence of threats.  
  	       Acts 4:29, 30. 
	  4.  Paul recognized the message as the power to save.  Rom. 1:16.
	  5.  The message revealed the mystery which was previously unrevealed.
	       I Cor. 2:1-13; (I Thess. 2:1-12).
	  6.  The message was not to be changed.  Gal. 1:8-10.
	  7.  It can save our souls.  I Tim. 4:16.

 II.  We should be speaking this same message to others.
       A.  The commission of Jesus to the apostles demands that we teach others.
	 Matt. 28:19, 20.
       B.  Timothy was to teach what he had learned to others so that they could
	 teach others.  II Tim. 2:2.
             1.  This includes us today.




III.  We must be careful about what we speak.
       A.  Jesus warned us of the consequences of improper speech.  Matt. 12:33-37. 
       B.  Our speech is important.  Eph. 4:25-32; Tit. 3:1-3; Jas. 1:19; 4:11.             
       C.  Our speech should procede from having "one mind."  Phil. 2:1-4.
       D.  We should consider others, provoking them to love and good works. 
	 Heb. 10:24.      

Conclusion
   I.  This morning may each of us do a better job of speaking encouragement to one
        another. Heb. 10:24.
 II.  Let us be determined to study what God has said to us and to teach this to
       others.
III.  If you have not obeyed the teaching of Christ, do so today.


Prepared by:
  David Arnold
  April 1, 1995

