




 “I Pray…That They May All Be One”

Introduction  

I. 	I wish to thank you at the Bethel Church for inviting me to take part in your meeting.
A. 	I have had many friends who were members of the Methodist Church.
B. 	I expect to have more friends as a result of my having talked with you tonight.
II. 	Don’t you wish that all of us who have come into this building this evening were united in truth with no divisive creeds, names, doctrine and practice?
A. 	There are persons here who believe essentially what I believe, and there are many who hold other religious beliefs.
B. 	I have not come to try to convert you to a denomination.
1. 	I have come to teach what I believe the truth to be, and I know that this is what you expected me to do when you invited me to participate in your meeting.
2. 	I will cover some topics that may differ from your personal faith and practice.
a. 	I assure you that I will strive to teach the truth, but to the best of my ability I will speak kindly and with a proper attitude.
b. 	I trust that you will give your unprejudiced attention to my message.
III. 	Jesus prayed for the unity of the apostles and for the unity of those who believe on Him through their word.  John 17:20-21.
IV. 	This evening let us study the word of God as we pursue the unity for which Christ prayed.
       
Body

I. 	I appreciate the events that have led to my being here this evening.  
A. 	I received a call from Mrs. Greta Adams asking me if I would participate in this series of lectures.
1. 	She told me that she had prayed about asking me to come.
a. 	I thought of Cornelius’ prayer.  Acts 10:1-6.
(1) 	Cornelius was told to send for Peter and that he would tell him what he must do to be saved.  Acts 11:13b-14.  
(2) 	He sent for Peter who preached the gospel to him.  Acts 10:34b-35.
(3) 	Cornelius believed and obeyed Peter’s teaching and became the first gentile convert.  
b. 	I rejoice that I have been able to come to talk with you.
2. 	Mrs. Adams told me that the church knew that we do not use instrumental music at the Compton Road Church and thus singing only would be used the night I spoke.
a. 	This showed an attitude that will lead to unity if all professed believers in Christ will manifest the same attitude on all matters of faith and practice.
b. 	My preaching over a period of fifty years has sought for this unity.
c. 	Let us do nothing for which we have no scriptural authority.
B. 	With this kind consideration on your part, I have come with confidence that we can study the word of God profitably.
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       C.  Unity is achieved one individual and one church at a time.
1. 	I appeal to each of you to study the New Testament as your source of faith and practice.
2. 	Mrs. Adams informed me that, in a class in which the Methodist Discipline was being studied, someone asked why they were studying the Discipline when the Bible is the guide.
a. 	I think that is a good question.
b. 	I appeal to you to base your faith and practice on the revealed word of God as found in the New Testament.  II Tim. 3:16-17.
 c.  Become personally responsible to learn and obey truth.
(1).   Do not base your faith and salvation on a conference, synod, priest, 
        bishop, pope or any other person.  Gal. 1:6-8.
            (2).  You are personally responsible before God.  Ezek. 18:4, 20; Rom. 14:12;
                    II Cor. 5:10.
            (3).  Each of us will answer for herself or himself before God, and no other
        person can answer for us.
D. 	You have titled this series, “The Body of Christ; Collectively and Individually.”
1. 	You have used a scriptural term to refer to the church.
2. 	Jesus said, “I will build my church…” Matt. 16:18.
3. 	Jesus is the head of the body, the church.  Eph. 1:22-23.
4. 	“There is one body…” Eph. 4:4.
5. 	We must be united as “one body in Christ.”  Rom. 12:14-15.

II. 	I trust that we will all go to the scriptures, with honest hearts, so as to learn and obey the Creator of the universe.
      A.  The parable of the soils teaches us how people respond to the word.  Lk. 8:4-15.
1. 	The seed sown on the wayside never develops life.
2. 	That sown on the rocky soil comes up quickly, but temptation causes the believers to fall away.
3. 	That sown among the thorns was choked by the cares, riches and pleasures of this life.
4. 	The seed sown on the good ground represents the gospel’s being planted in an “honest and good heart” where the word is heard and held fast, leading to fruitfulness.
B. 	If we have good and honest hearts, we will listen to truth rather than to the doctrines of men.
C. 	In the first century, the planting of the seed, or gospel, led to the salvation of souls who were added to the church by the Lord and to their being identified as Christians.  Acts 2:41, 47; 11:26; I Pet. 4:16.
1. 	If we obey the Lord’s teaching to believe in Christ, repent of sins and be baptized into Christ, the Lord adds us to His church. 
2. 	We can continue as members of that spiritual body without joining a denomination.
3. 	If everyone in a community, who obeys the Lord, should then meet together to serve God they could meet simply as the Lord’s church with no denominational affiliation.  
4. 	They would be Christians and Christians only. 
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III. 	Let us consider that in the first century people were saved and added to the church by the Lord.
A. 	Peter preached the gospel to the devout Jews on Pentecost.  
1. 	He taught about the life, death, resurrection and ascension of Jesus.  Acts 2:14-35.
2. 	Peter convicted them of having crucified the Lord and Christ.  Acts 2:36.
3. 	They asked what to do, and Peter told them to repent and be baptized unto the remission of sins.  Acts 2:37-38.
a. 	You are likely familiar with the statements that were made in 1996 in the papers, “By Water & The Spirit; A United Methodist Understanding of Baptism.”
b. 	These documents teach that we are saved by faith and obedience in baptism.  
c. 	I would like to read some excerpts from these documents.
d. 	I rejoice that these positions were taken, but differ as to the recipients of baptism and with the “modes” by which baptism is administered.
e. 	Now, let us go back to the teaching in Acts 2.
3. 	Peter further exhorted those on Pentecost to save themselves.  Acts 2:40.
4. 	Those who received his word were baptized and were added to the church by the Lord.  Acts 2:41, 47b.
B. 	Baptism is, indeed, for the remission of sins.  
1. 	Baptism follows belief in the gospel.  Mk. 16:15-16; Mt. 28:19-20.
2. 	Baptism follows repentance and is unto the remission of sins.  Acts 2:38; 3:19.
3. 	Baptism is a burial in water.  Rom. 6:3-4; Acts 8:35-39.
4. 	Baptism is “into Christ,” and it is then that we become sons or children of God and are new creatures. Gal. 3:26-27; II Cor. 5:17.
C. 	There came to be a severe “persecution against the church in Jerusalem; and they    were all scattered” from Jerusalem, except the apostles.  Acts 8:1-3.
1. 	Please notice that this church was not a denomination, but the church which Jesus said He would build.  Matt. 16:18.
2. 	The Lord’s church evidences the manifold wisdom of God and is a part of God’s eternal purpose in Christ Jesus.  Eph. 3:8-12.
3. 	The church which Jesus built was described by various terms, but it was not given a proper name.
a. 	The most frequent term used to apply collectively to the children of God was simply “the church,” as in Acts 8:3.
b. 	It is the body of Christ.  Eph. 1:22-23.
c. 	It is described as the “church of God.”  I Cor. 1:2.
d. 	Several local churches are referred to as “the churches of Christ.”            Rom. 16:16.
e. 	Paul speaks of “the house of God, which is the church of the living God.”          I Tim. 3:15.
f. 	Other terms are found in the New Testament referring to the church, but it is never identified by a “denominational” name.
g. 	As I recall, Adam Clark, a Methodist, in his commentaries, often refers to the church with scriptural descriptions such as “the church” or “the church of Christ.”
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Conclusion

I. 	There are other things that I would like to consider with you such as the Lord’s Supper, the music that the Lord authorizes, and other areas of faith and practice, but time will not permit this study at this time.
II. 	You have been gracious to invite me to talk with you.
III. 	You have shown me that it is possible to agree with another by your eliminating instrumental music this evening.
A. 	This sets a precedent for eliminating anything that is not authorized by the Scriptures, as a means of reaching unity in faith and practice.
B. 	We agree, for example, that baptism is immersion, and the acceptance of immersion leads to unity.
C. 	We agree that the people of God can be scripturally identified as “the body of Christ, the church of God, the church, or the church of Christ.”
1. 	The use of these terms leads to unity.
2. 	The rejection of all unscriptural names is necessary for us to be united.
D. 	We agree that it is scriptural to refer to individuals as “Christians.”
1. 	This leads to unity.
2. 	The wearing of names originating with men fosters division.
E. 	We agree that the New Testament is the source of our faith and practice.
1. 	The use of the New Testament as our guide leads to unity.
2. 	Following creeds, confessions of faith, catechisms or disciplines advances division.
G. 	In order to seek and maintain unity, I will strive to do nothing that is contrary to the word of God that would cause a division, and if you do the same, we will be united.
IV. 	Remember that we must do the will of Christ to be saved.  Mt. 7:21-23.
A. 	Let us not seek to reform religious error, but let us restore the faith and practice taught in the New Testament.
B. 	Go back to the first century when there were no Catholics, Lutherans, Episcopalians or other denominational bodies.
V. 	It is my sincere desire and prayer that my being with you tonight will lead us to the unity for which Christ prayed and which God requires.
VI. 	May we all be blessed in our search for and application of truth to our lives.
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