


Jesus, Our Loving Friend

Introduction  
I. 	If you have a friend on this earth that is dearer to you than life, you are highly blessed. 
A. 	In 1991 someone came upon the idea of having a “David Arnold Appreciation Day.”
B. 	Those of you who knew me well in 1991 know that I was being mis-medicated for my “atrial fibrillation.” 
C. 	I think some thought I wasn’t going to be around long, and, hence the DA Appreciation Day.
D. 	I was totally surprised, and almost had to be begged to go to the MTEMC meeting room under the guise of seeing a visiting preacher.
E. 	I have reminded you of this to say that Janice made a wonderful statement about me on that day, saying something to the effect, “He is my husband and my best friend.”
1. 	How could any woman improve on this statement about her own husband.
2. 	Those words still mean much to me.
II. 	We should all have such thoughts about our mates, but we must remember that we have a Friend who is more important than our mates.
III. 	This Friend is Jesus, and this part of the worship is planned to strengthen our appreciation for this wonderful Friend.

Body

I. 	Jesus declared Himself to be our Friend by coming to the earth to die for us.
A. 	He left heaven, ultimately dying on the cross for us.  Phil. 2:5-8.
Song:  One Day.   160.
B. 	It was not just the Father who loved the world, but the love of the Father was also the love of the Son.  John 3:16; 10:17-18; Rom. 5:8; II Cor. 8:9; Heb. 5:5-10.
1. 	Jesus redeemed us from sin and purchased the church with His blood.                     I Pet. 1:17-21; Acts 20:27.
2. 	Surely we know that Jesus loved us.
3. 	Why did our Savior come to earth?
Song:  He Loved Me So.    166.

II. 	Are we showing Jesus that we desire to be friends with Him?
A. 	He taught that His friends would keep His commandments.  John 15:13-14;                   I John 5:3.
B. 	Obedience is required, but it leads to blessings.  Matt. 7:21-23; Rev. 14:13; 22:14.
Song:  Blessed Are They.   489.

III. 	Friendship with Jesus involves a closeness of relationship.
A. 	We must walk in the light to have fellowship with the Father.   I John 1:7.
B. 	The same would be true of our fellowship with the Son. 
Song:  In The Garden.  458.
C. 	We must recognize that Jesus is our Friend and must give praise to God.  
Song:  What A Friend We Have In Jesus.  69.
Song:   Alleluia.   13.
D. 	We cast our cares upon Jesus, and we are safe with Him.  I Pet. 5:6-7.
Song:  Does Jesus Care?   466.
Song:  Safe In The Arms Of Jesus.  137.





Our Loving Friend, page 2.


IV. 	  We must seek to be more like Him and implore His blessings in our lives.                       
        I Pet. 2:21-24.
	  A.  We must walk as He walked.  I John 1:3-6.
Song:  Oh To Be Like Thee.  97.
Song:  Prince Of Peace Control My Will.   138.   (Acts 7:60).
        B.  Can you say you know Jesus?
Song:  Do You Know My Jesus?   470.
	  C.  Has Jesus’ death become a reality to you?
Song:  Lord, Make Calvary Real To Me.   187.
Song:  What Did He Do?   385.

Conclusion

I. 	I trust that we will have a closer relationship with Jesus because of our worship today.
II. 	Will you obey Him as a believer by repenting and being baptized?
Song:  Who At My Door Is Standing?   344.
Song:  Why Keep Jesus Waiting?   310.
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