


“Let Us Give Thanks”
Introduction
I. 	When we are together for a meal, we are often admonished, “Let us give thanks.”
A. 	It is appropriate to give thanks at such times.  I Tim. 4:4-5.
B. 	We must keep in mind that we should give thanks often for our manifold blessings.
II. 	There have been periods in my life when I asked for God’s blessings more than I gave thanks for the blessings he had given me.
A. 	There has never been a time in my life when I was not blessed of God.
B. 	This is very likely the case with each person in this audience.
III. Let us concentrate in our study today on giving thanks.

Body
I. 	The Holy Spirit has instructed us to give thanks.
A. 	Giving thanks is directly connected with our public worship.  Eph. 5:15-21; Col. 3:12-17.
B. 	We are to give thanks in everything.  I Thess 5:16-18.
1. 	This seems to extend  to all areas of our spiritual lives.
2. 	Is it possible that this is an area of our lives that is not sufficiently emphasized?
3. 	Let each of us consider our prayer life.
a. 	During the last week, how many blessings did you ask of the Lord?
b. 	During the last week, for how many blessings did you thank the Lord?
c. 	For what are you truly thankful?

II. 	Let us consider some things for which we should give thanks.
A. 	We should give thanks for our health, strength and safety.  Psalm 30:1-5.
1. 	Paul experienced a “thorn in the flesh,” for which he prayed on three occasions to have it removed, but he learned that the strength of the Lord was sufficient for him.             II Cor. 12:7-10.
a. 	Most of us have good health for which we should give thanks, but where there are problems, we, like Paul, should put our confidence and glory in the Lord.
2. 	John prayed for Gaius’ health to the end that he would prosper in all things even as his soul prospered.  III Jn. 2-4.
3. 	Surely when we are blessed with good health, we should give thanks!
B. 	We should give thanks for the necessities of life.
1. 	We are to ask God for our “daily bread.”  Matt. 6:11.
2. 	When the Lord blesses us with necessary things, we should thank Him.  Matt. 6:24-33; Eph. 5:20; I Thess. 5:18.
C. 	We should give thanks for the many spiritual blessings in Christ.
1. 	God is to be “blessed” or thanked for all of the spiritual blessings in Christ. Eph. 1:3, 7.
2. 	We should “bless” God as did Zacharias, the father of John Baptist.  Luke 1:67-79.
3. 	Join with Paul as he gave thanks.  I Cor. 15:50-57; II Cor. 2:14-16; 9:6-15; Col. 1:9-14.
4. 	Peter gave thanks to God for His great mercy in bringing us to salvation.  I Pet. 1:3-9.
5. 	We should thank the Lord for the church Jesus established and for the local church in which we are sharers and fellow-workers.  Matt. 16:18; Eph. 3:10; I Thess. 1:2-5.
D. 	We should give thanks for our families.
1. 	Most of us have experienced many blessings in our biological families.
2. 	Our parents have provided so much for us for which we ought to give thanks.
3. 	Our children are a “heritage of the Lord,” for which we should give repeated thanks.  Psalm 127:3-5.
4. 	Let us give thanks daily for our loving parents and children.
5. 	Let us both tell them and show them by our actions that we love them.
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Conclusion

I. 	Don’t fail to ask God daily for the blessings you and others need.  Matt. 6:11.
II. 	In our prayers, though, let us constantly give thanks for God’s wonderful blessings.                    I Thess. 5:16-18.
III. 	How wonderful it is that God has provided for our complete forgiveness.  Heb. 8:12.
A. 	When we obey the Lord, all our sins are forgiven.
B. 	Remember that the father in the account of the “prodigal son” represents our Father in heaven. 
IV. 	Obey the Lord today so your sins will be forever removed!  Heb. 11:6; John 8:24;                Mk. 16:15-16; Acts 2:38; 22:16; Jas. 5:16; I John 1:8-10; Acts 8:22.
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