"Let Us Run With Patience"
Heb. 12:1, 2

Introduction
   I.	You cannot survive in the world as it is today without patience.
	A.	You learn patience at a traffic light. 
	B.	You learn it in a store, whether you are the clerk or customer.
	C.	New inserts for the TV program needed to be made.
		1.	I called for an appointment, desiring to go to tape on Saturday, but was 
 		      told that it would be better to go on Friday.  
			a.	I arrived at the time for the taping and utter confusion was apparent.
			b.	About six persons were in the process of dragging all the equipment 				out of the "studio" to tape the Riverdale ball game.
		2.  My appointment was changed to Saturday after 12 o'clock.
			a.	I stopped my work on the tractor and with the chain saw, went home,
				dressed for the taping and was at the station at 12:30.
			b.	The technician wasn't there, having worked all night somewhere else.
			c.	He arrived at about 1:30.
			d.  He got things set up by about 3 o'clock and the taping was over by
				about 3:30.
			e.  Oh, well, five minutes of work was done in three hours and two trips
				plus travel time.
		       f.  Patience, in the sense of endurance, was learned.
  	D.	Yes, we must all learn patience or we won't make it in this world.
 II.	The Holy Spirit knew that we needed to know about patience and gave several 
	passages on the subject.
III.	In this lesson we will consider some of the areas of life where patience is 
	necessary.  
  
Body

  I.   Patience is from the Greek word "hupomone" (hoop-om-on-ay') and, 
       according to Thayer, means:
       A.  Steadfastness, constancy, endurance.
	 1.  In the New Testament, the characteristic of a man who is not swerved 	  
       	       from his deliberate purpose and his loyalty to faith and piety by even the 
	       greatest trials and sufferings.
	 2.  Patiently, and steadfastly.
        B.  A patient, steadfast waiting for.
        C.  A patient enduring, sustaining, perseverance.
        D.  The Greek word comes from two other words which literally mean, "an 
	  abiding under" (hupo, "under," meno, "to abide").
        E.  We will consider the necessity of enduring our problems and of being
	  steadfast in our lives as Christians.




 II.  Christians must learn to take the problems of life patiently or endure them.
       A.  Paul is our example of one who did this.  II Cor 6:3-6; II Cor. 12:11, 12;
             II Tim. 3:10, 11.
       B.  Regardless of your efforts, there are going to be times when you will 
	 experience problems in life, even though you are trying to do right.
	 1.  These may come from our jobs, families, friends and even from brethren.
	 2.  Patience, in this sense of enduring trials, perfects the character of the
	      Christian.  James 1:2-4.
	 3.  The apostles were taught that their patience, or steadfastness, in the 
	      presence of trials would win their souls.  Luke 21:16-19.
 	      a. Vine suggests that they would have mastery over their souls. 
	      b.  Patience or steadfastness leads to spiritual development. Rom. 5:1-5.
	 
III.  Christians must learn to have patience, or steadfastness, in their work of doing 
       God's will.
       A.  We are not to be weary in well doing.  Gal. 6:9, 10.
       B.  We must remember that the fruit brought forth by the good heart is to be
	 brought forth with patience.  Luke 8:15.	
       C.  Let us all learn to run the race of being a Christian with patience. 
	 Heb. 12:1, 2.
	 1.  Others in sin may seem to fair better than we, but the Lord will deal with
	      them.  Ps. 37:7-9.
	 2.  Patience helps to keep us out of trouble. Prov. 15:18; Eccl. 7:8, 9.

Conclusion
  I.  Let each of us learn to take the problems of life patiently, and let us patiently
       bear fruit as faithful Christians.
 II.  If you have not obeyed the gospel of Christ, you should do so today.
       A. The Lord has been longsuffering.  II Peter 3:9.
       B.  Do not reject the longsuffering and love of God.
            1.  Jesus died for you. 	
	2.  Will you obey Him now?
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