


Life is Not Easy
Introduction
I. 	Janice and I have a saying, “That was easy.”
A. 	We say this just after we have spent two or three hours repairing something which has broken.
B. 	We may say it after it took seven or eight stops by stores in town to do something that we thought might take just a few minutes.
C. 	Well, you’ve probably had many such experiences which come to your mind.
II. 	These experiences remind us that life is not easy.
A. 	Perhaps God never wanted us to become too comfortable in this world lest we not seek heaven as our real home.  Phil. 3:20-21.
B. 	We must learn to put our trust in God.  Matt. 6:11, 31-34; I Pet. 5:6-7.
III. 	Jesus set the example for us, and we should be content.  
IV. 	Let us consider our lives.
Body	
I. 	Jesus suffered while on earth for us.
A. 	Jesus left heaven as a sacrifice for us.  Phil. 2:5-8.
1. 	Jesus was betrayed by a disciple and was arrested as a criminal.         John 18:1-11.
a. 	He could have called 12 legions (72,000) of angels to protect Him, but He chose to submit to evil men.  Matt. 26:53-56.
2. 	Jesus was denied by Peter who was one of His closest disciples.           John 18:15-27.
3. 	He was given a trial that was a mockery.  John 18:28-40.
	      a.  Pilate knew that He was innocent.  Matt. 27:18, 24.	
4. 	He was scourged and mocked with a crown of thorns and a purple robe.  John 19:1-16; Luke 22:63-65; 23:11.
5. 	An insurrectionist and murderer, Barabbas, was released and Jesus was sentenced to be crucified.  Mark 15:6-7; Luke 23:18-19.
6. 	Jesus was nailed to a cross and placed between two criminals.  John 19:17-37.
       B.  Jesus did this for our sins.  Rom. 5:8; Heb. 2:9; I Pet. 2:21-25; Heb. 12:1-2. 

II. 	We may expect some problems in our lives as well.
A. 	Jesus said we would bear a cross.  Luke 9:21-26; 14:25-33.
B. 	God’s faithful can expect persecutions.  Mark 10:28-31; Acts 8:1-4; 13:50;  ; II Cor. 12:7-10; II Thess. 1:3-6; II Tim. 3:10-13.
		 a.  We must not let these separate us from God’s love.  Rom. 8:35-39.
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C. 	Our friends may think we are strange when we live as we should.                     I  Peter 4:1-5.
D. 	We may have difficulties that relate to our jobs or economic areas of our      lives.  Rev. 13:11-18.
1. 	Ungodliness and immorality seem to be gaining a foothold protecting homosexuals and adulterers, but rejecting those who stand with God.
2. 	We could face these problems in our life times.
3. 	We should still take the stand for truth and not involve ourselves in the sins of the world.  I John 2:15-17; Rev. 2:18-29.

III. 	We should recognize that it is better to suffer for good than for evil.                     I Peter 4:12-19.
A. 	Thieves, murderers, evil-doers and busy bodies receive just punishment for their sins.
B. 	The drunkard receives just punishment for his/her sins of abuse or illegal driving or other stupid behaviors.
C. 	The immoral suffer the consequence of disease, unwanted pregnancies, the loss of friend and family.
Conclusion
I. 	No, life is not easy.
A. 	Life on earth was not easy for Christ, and we cannot expect to have things only easy here as well.
B.  Jesus is our example, and we should be following Him.
II. 	Let’s prepare for heaven even if we do face some problems here.
A. 	Cast your troubles on Jesus, for He cares for you.  I Peter 5:6-7.
B. 	Bear your own burden.  Gal. 6:1-5.
III. 	Obey the Lord today since He is the author of eternal salvation to them that obey Him.  Heb. 5:9.
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