


Some Specifics of Spiritual Development

Introduction
I. 	Two weeks ago the lesson related to leaving vengeance to God as we thought about  the school shootings and other acts of violence.
A. 	Murderers must be executed, and other evil doers must be punished.
B. 	Christians are not to render the vengeance, but the rulers are to do so.        Rom. 12:19-13:4.
II. 	Senator Andy Womack, in the Daily News Journal of May 31 said that we must find the cause of such violence.
III. 	One cause is the failure to execute or severely punish evil doers, and last week we discussed that the break up of families accelerated the problem of violence.
A. 	Families should be headed by fathers, and both fathers and mothers should teach their children spiritual principles.
B. 	Children should be taught moral values including respect for their parents and for other authority figures.
IV. 	Last week we talked about the need for spiritual development, and today let us think about some of the specifics of this development.

Body
I. 	Spiritual growth is commanded.
A. 	Growth requires development as we begin as babes in Christ.  I Peter 2:1-5. 
B. 	Growth must be made in our love toward one another and toward all men.         I Thess. 3:11-13; 4:9-12.
C. 	Growth demands fruitfulness.  II Cor. 9:10-11; Gal. 5:22-24.
D. 	Growth is into Christ who is the head of the spiritual body.  Eph. 4:11-16;           Col. 1:9-12.
E. 	Growth begins with faith.  II Pet. 1:2-11.
F. 	Growth is to be in the grace and knowledge of Christ. II Pet. 3:18;Tit. 2:11-12. 
G. 	Growth must progress to perfection or maturity.  Heb. 6:1; 13:20-21;       Matt. 5:43-48; II Cor. 13:11; Phil. 3:8-16.

II.  Spiritual growth is exemplified in the Scriptures.
A. 	John the baptizer grew in spirit.  Luke 1:80.
B. 	Jesus grew in spirit, wisdom and in favor of God and men.  Luke 2:40, 52.
C. 	Paul grew as a Christian.  Acts 9:19b-22.
D. 	The Thessalonians grew.  II Thess. 1:3-10.

III. 	Spiritual growth leads to maturity.
A. 	We must put away childish things.  I Cor. 13:11 (I Pet. 2:1-2).
B. 	We must not be children in mind or understanding.  I Cor. 14:20-25.
C. 	We must grow up in Christ.  Eph. 4:13-16.
D. 	We must be able to partake of deeper truth.  Heb. 5:12-14.
E. 	We must be able to overcome temptation.  I John 2:14; I Cor. 10:13.

IV. 	Spiritual growth demands something from u.
A. 	We must be good examples.  I Tim. 4:12.
B. 	We must teach others.  II Tim. 2:2-5.
C. 	We must serve others.  Matt. 25:31-46.
D. 	We must live faithful unto death.  Rev. 2:10.
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Conclusion

I. 	We cannot expect to go to heaven unless we develop spiritually. 
II. 	Can each of us say, “I have grown over the past year?”
III. 	Live faithfully, set good examples and teach others.
IV. 	Begin with your own family, then reach out to others.
V. 	If you are not a Christian, you are encouraged to obey the Lord today!  Mk. 16:16; Acts 2:38; Rev. 2:10.
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