The Church in God’s Eternal Purpose
A Lesson to Teach to Others

Introduction
I.	The attitude in much of the denominational world is that the church is not important.
II.	Those who truly believe the Bible recognize that the church is, indeed, important.
III.	This is a lesson that you can readily learn about the church, and you can then teach it to others.

Body
I.	God planned the church in connection with His work of saving man through Christ.
A. 	The Old and New Testaments reveal God’s plan for salvation of mankind through the Messiah or Christ.
1. 	God’s statement to the devil had Christ in mind.  Gen. 3:15.
2. 	Abraham was promised seed or descendent who would bring blessings to all of his descendants.  Gen. 12:1-3;                 Gal. 3:19, 16.
3. 	The prophets told of His coming.  Deut. 18:15-19;                             Acts 3:11-26.
4. 	God sent His Son to save man.  John 3:16; Rom. 5:8;       Phil. 2:5-11.
B. 	The church is directly associated with Jesus, the Christ.       
      Eph. 3:8-12.
1. 	The church and the kingdom of God are composed of the same people.
a. 	The term “church” refers to those who have been called out of sin to life.  II Thess. 2:13-15.
b. 	The term “kingdom” refers to the government of mankind with Christ’s being the king and we are citizens.  Col. 1:12-13; Phil. 3:20-21.
2. 	The kingdom was prophesied in the Old Testament.
Is.  2:1-4; Dan. 2:30-45.
3. 	John said it was at hand.         Matt. 3:1.
4. 	Jesus preached that the kingdom was at hand.                 Mark. 1:14-15; 9:1.
5. 	Jesus said he would build the church and give Peter the keys to the kingdom of heaven.  Mt. 16:18.
6. 	The kingdom did come with power on Pentecost            (Acts 1:6-2:4), and the Lord added the saved to the church Acts 2:47.
7. 	The church is persecuted.  Acts 8:1.
8. 	The Colossians were in the kingdom.  Col. 1:9-17.
9. 	We have received and unshakable kingdom.  Heb. 12:18-29.





II. 	The saved are added to the spiritual body, the church.
A. 	Those who are lost must obey the Lord’s teaching to be saved.
	1.	They must believe in God and in His Son.  Heb. 11:6;                   
			John 8:24.
2. 	They must repent of sin.  Acts 2:38; 17:30-31.
3. 	They must confess faith in Jesus.  Acts 8:36-37;               Rom. 10:9-10.
4. 	They must be baptized for the remission of sins.              Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38.
5. 	God adds the saved.  Acts 2:47.
B. 	Those who have been saved must serve God as members of the spiritual body, the church.
1. 	Jesus is the head of the body, the church.  Eph. 1:22-23.
(a.) 	He has the right to direct our service.
(b.) 	Our responsibility is to obey without question.            Col. 3:17.
2. 	We must meet on the first day of the week.  Acts 20:7;           I Cor. 16:1-2.
3. 	We must consider one another and encourage others in good works.  Heb. 10:19-25.	

Conclusion
I.	This, like last week’s lesson, is a simple lesson which you can learn.
II.	You can teach this lesson to others.
III.	Find someone to teach today! 
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