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The Contest Between God and Baal

Introduction

I. 	God’s wrath is on those who worship and serve the creature rather than the Creator.  Rom. 1:18-32. 
A. 	Isaiah declares the foolishness of idolatry.  Isa. 44:9-20.
B. 	Jeremiah writes of the same foolishness.  Jer. 10:1-5.
II. 	  Idolatry was prevalent in the nation of Israel during Ahab’s 	reign. 
III. 	Elijah stands against the prophets of Baal.

Body

I. 	Ahab and Jezebel were responsible for much of the idolatry in Israel.
A. 	Ahab, who reigned over Israel from 874-852 BC, was the worst of Israel’s rulers.  I Kings 16:25-33.
1. 	Under the influence of his wife, Jezebel, he set up the worship of idols.  16:31-33.
2. 	The idol worship was associated with prostitutes and immoral activities.
3. 	The very name of Jezebel is associated with impure women.
B. 	Ahab’s and Jezebel’s daughter married Jehoram, king Judah, and Baal worship was introduced into Judah.  II Kings 8:16-19.   
C. 	Jezebel had slain the prophets of Jehovah.   I Kings 18:4, 13.

II. 	Elijah was one of the greatest prophets of Israel.
A. 	His name was used by Malachi (Mal. 4:5) to foretell the coming of John the Baptist.  Matt. 11:11-14; Jn. 1:21; Luke 1:16-17.
B. 	Elijah appeared with Moses at the transfiguration of Jesus  (Matt. 17:1-8), and Jesus mentions him in talking with the people in Nazareth.  Luke 4:13-30.  Note verse 25.
C. 	Elijah was the chief opponent of Ahab and Jezebel.  
1. 	Upon seeing the idolatry of Ahab, Elijah prayed that there would be no rain or dew in Israel.  I Kings 17:1-2.  James 5:17.
2. 	God then preserved Elijah by the brook Cherith and later at the home of the widow of Zarephath, near Sidon.  I Kings 17:3-7, 8-24.
 


III. 	Elijah challenges the prophets of Baal.  I Kings 18:1-46.
A. 	During the third year of the drought, Elijah is told to go to Ahab.  I Kings 18:1-2.
B. 	Elijah meets Obadiah, the servant of Ahab, and sends word to Ahab.  18:3-15.
C. 	Elijah and Ahab meet, and Ahab accuses Elijah of being a “troubler” of Israel.  18:16-17.
1. 	Elijah denies the charge.   18:18.
2. 	He tells Ahab to send for all Israel and the prophets of Baal. 18:19.
D. 	Elijah challenges the people and the prophets.  18:20-24.
E. 	The 450 prophets of Baal make their offering with no response from Baal, while Elijah mocks.  18:25-29.
F. 	Elijah rebuilds the altar of Jehovah, offers the bullock, and Jehovah answers with fire.  18:30-39.
G. 	 Elijah slays the prophets of Baal.  18:40.
H. 	The drought is over.  18:41-46; James 5:18.

Conclusion
I. 	Elijah was willing to stand alone against those who oppose God.
II. 	Later he was discouraged thinking himself to be the only one in Israel standing for God, but God revealed that there were 7,000 in Israel that had not bowed to or kissed Baal.  I Kings 19:1-20.
III. 	Elijah was truly one of the great prophets of God, and he has set 	the example of faithful service in the presence of seemingly great 	odds.
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