


The Responses To Flashing Lights
Introduction

I.   Flashing lights in our society have changed through the years, but still carry much information.
A. 	In the 1930’s and 1940’s if two cars were approaching the many narrow bridges of that day, the car whose lights were flashed first was considered to have the right of way.
	1.  This was experienced in Mexico when we drove to Mexico City in 1970.
B. 	In more recent years, when an approaching car’s lights are flashed on and off two or three times, there is the possibility of a wreck ahead or a police car had been observed.
II. 	In most states there are laws which state that a car’s low headlights are to be on if there is a need for the windshield wipers to be on.
A. 	Occasionally a driver will have forgotten to turn on the low beams, and another driver may flash the headlights to signal the need for turning the lights on.
B. 	My observations of such have led to several types of responses from which we will make spiritual applications.

Body
I. 	Some drivers seem totally oblivious to another’s flashing lights and continue with no change.
A. 	Some people respond in a similar way to the preaching of the gospel.
1. 	Jesus forewarned that some would never let the word get into their minds in His discussion of the parable of the soils.  Luke 8:12.
a. 	Before the word can be believed, the devil has snatched it from them.
b. 	Such persons are like those of whom God spoke to Isaiah.  Isa. 6:8-13.
2. 	In this area the gospel is preached in truth from pulpits, newspapers, radio and television, but most refuse to listen.
3. 	Jesus told His disciples, “Blessed are your ears, for they hear.”  Matt. 13:16.
4. 	We are taught to “take heed what” we hear.  Mark 4:23-24.
5. 	We are blessed for hearing and doing God’s will.  Matt. 7:24-27.
B. 	Just as we ought to turn on our low beams when someone reminds us, so should we hear and obey what we are taught from the gospel.

II. 	Some drivers see the flashing headlights and immediately “hit the brakes,” apparently thinking they are going too fast and that they may be stopped by a police officer, and they do not turn on their head lamps.
A. 	People respond in a similar way to the gospel.
1. 	They perceive the preaching of the gospel to be evidence of their having done wrong, but do not correct their failures even with the warning.
a. 	Jehovah had constantly tried to get the attention of the Israelites following the Babylonian captivity, but they did not respond.  Hag. 1:5-6; 2:15-19.
b. 	Some see what God has instructed them to do, but are like Naaman when told to dip in the Jordan seven times to be cleansed of his leprosy.  II Kings 5:8-14.    
c. 	Some become angry and strike back at the one teaching. Acts 7:51-60; 13:44-46.
B. 	Jesus taught that we must both hear and obey.  Matt. 7:21-27; Luke 6:46.

III. 	Some drivers see the flashing headlights and turn on the parking lights.
A. 	In a similar way, some people hear the word and render only partial obedience.     Matt. 25:1-13.
     B.  We must obey all that Jesus has said.  John 12:48-50.
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IV. Some drivers see the flashing headlights and turn on the low beams.
A. 	In the same way, many will hear the gospel and respond in obedience.
1. 	There were three thousand honest souls present on Pentecost who heard the word, believed and obeyed the word.  Acts 2:14-42.
2. 	The sorcerer, Simon and other Samaritans believed Philip and were baptized.    Acts 8:12-13.
3. 	The Ethiopian treasurer believed and obeyed.  Acts 8:34-38.
4. 	A great company of the Jewish “priests were obedient to the faith.”  Acts 6:7.
5. 	Saul believed and obeyed.  Acts 22:16; 9:18.
6. 	Cornelius heard and obeyed.  Acts 10:33, 48; 11:18.
7. 	In Antioch, Syria, “a great number that believed turned unto the Lord.”            Acts 11:19-21.
8. 	Sergius Paulus heard and believed.  Acts 13:7, 12.  (Note:  Acts 4:4; 5:14).
9. 	People were converted in the provinces of Pamphylia, Pisidia, Lycaonia and Galatia, (modern eastern Turkey) because churches were established in this area.  Acts 13:1-14:23.
10. 	People obeyed the gospel in seven cities in Asia Minor (western Turkey).            Rev. 2:1-3:22.     
11. 	In Philippi, Macedonia,  Lydia’s heart was opened to attend to the word, and she was baptized.  Acts 16:14-15.  (Note:  Acts 8:6).    
12. 	The jailor in Philippi heard and obeyed the word.  Acts 16:30-33.
13. 	Even upon observing great opposition to Paul, some of the Thessalonians “were persuaded and consorted with Paul and Silas.”  Acts 17:1-4. (Note: I Thess. 1:2-10).
14. 	Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue in Corinth and many other Corinthians heard, believed and were baptized.  Acts 18:8.
15. 	The Ephesians, who had received “John’s baptism,” from an unauthorized teacher, heard and were baptized.  Acts 19:5.
B. 	After observing these conversions, we should be encouraged both to obey the word by becoming Christians and to teach the word to others.  Matt. 28:19-20; I Tim. 4:16;              II Tim. 2:1-2.

Conclusion

I. 	Failure to respond to “flashing lights” when it is raining and we have forgotten to turn on our low beams may get us only a ticket, but failure to hear and obey the word of God will cost us our souls.
II. 	Any who haven’t become Christians and who understand what God requires should do so today.
III. 	Those who need to repent of public sins, should confess them, asking forgiveness of God so as to be restored to the Lord.  James 5:16; I John 1:9.
IV. Obey the truth today, and teach it to others.  I Tim. 4:14-16.
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