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The Worship of the Church
A Lesson to Teach to Others

Introduction
I.	The first three lessons in this series were:  “What Must I Do to be Saved?”,  “The Church in God’s Eternal Purpose” and “The Purpose of Baptism.”
II.	The scriptures are clear about the worship of the church, but many religious groups do not follow the teaching on worship.
III.	This lesson, like the previous ones, can readily be learned, and you can then teach it to others.
IV.	God planned worship to benefit the worshipper and to bring honor to deity.

Body
I.	Worship is designed to benefit the worshipper and to glorify God.
A. 	Worship is to strengthen and encourage those who worship.
1.	Christians should encourage one another in their worship.   	Heb. 10:24-25.
a. 	Remember, the church evidences the “manifold wisdom of God” to the “principalities and powers in the heavenly places.”  Eph. 3:10.
b. 	A major reason for this may be that God provided that the church should assemble at least once in the week to provide encouragement to those in the body of Christ.
		2.	Paul instructed Timothy to be involved in spiritual activities 			in order to save himself and others.  I Tim. 4:14-16.
B. 	Worship is designed to glorify God.
1. 	Singing and praying, for example, are unto God.              Col. 3:16-17.
2. 	All acts of worship are actually “unto God” in that He has ordered them. 		
		
II. 	There are five acts of worship which are devoted to God.  (Acts 2:42).  
A. 	Jesus introduced the communion during the “last supper.”  See Matt. 26:26-29; Mark 14:22-25; Luke 22:14-20.
1. 	Jesus took the bread and the fruit of the vine used in the Passover feast to memorialize his body and blood.
2. 	The bread represents His body.  Luke 22:19.
3. 	The fruit of the vine represents His blood.  Luke 22:20.
4. 	Paul discusses the proper observance of the “Lord’s supper,” showing that the Corinthians had perverted it into a common meal.  I Cor. 11:17-34.
5. 	The saints in Troas observed the supper on the first day of the week.  Acts 20:7.
6. 	The bread and cup are communion of the body and blood of Christ.  I Cor. 10:14-17.
B. 	The church was instructed to sing and make melody in hearts unto God.  Eph. 5:18-19; Col. 3:16.
1. 	The music commanded was singing.
2. 	Mechanical instruments of music were not a part of the command and are thus excluded.
3. 	The Psalmist prophesied that the Savior would join with us in singing.  Heb. 2:11-13; Ps. 22:22.
C. 	The church studied the word of God.  I Tim. 4:16; Acts 2:42.
1. 	We must not change this word.  Gal. 1:6-8; II John 9-11.
		2.	We must grow in the grace of Christ.  II Peter 3:18. 
D. 	The church offers prayers unto God.  I Tim. 2:8.
1. 	Prayer is associated with singing.  Col. 3:17.
2. 	When Peter was imprisoned the church prayed for him.  Acts 12:1-5.
E. 	The church was instructed to have a contribution to do the work God requires.
1. 	The contribution was on the first day of the week.                I Cor. 16:1-4.
a. 	This specified contribution was for the poor saints.
b. 	Since the Lord gives the church the responsibility to preach the word and edify the members, we conclude that contributions are also to be made for these purposes on the first day of the week.  
				(See Phil. 4:10-19; II Cor. 11:8-9; I Cor. 9:1-18).
		2.	The brethren were to give liberally and cheerfully.                           
			II Cor. 8:1-9:15.  (Note especially II Cor. 8:1-8; 9:6-11).

Conclusion
I.	This, fourth lesson in this series is a simple lesson which you can learn.
II.	You can teach this lesson to others.
III.	The local churches in the first century worshipped by partaking of the Lord’s supper, singing, studying the word of God, praying and giving of means.
IV.	It is important for you to worship with the church, but if you have never obeyed the Lord by being baptized as a penitent believer, you should do this today.
V.	Obey the Lord, and find someone to teach today! 
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