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Why Are There So Many Churches?

Introduction

I. 	The Psalmist was deeply aware of the blessing of unity among brethren.  Ps. 133:1-3.
A. 	Unity, as long as people are agreed on what is right, is a blessing in any relationship of life. 
B. 	Unity is very different from union. 
C. 	Unity is especially desirable in our families and in the church.
II. 		It is sad, though, that unity does not exist in families and in the 	church at times.
III. 	 It is, perhaps, even more confusing to observe the division that 	exists among those who claim to believe in Jesus.
IV. 		Today, I’d like for us to consider the necessity of unity, but also 	to consider the reasons for division in the religious world or why 	there are so many churches.  

Body
 
I. 	The Scriptures show the importance of unity. 
 	A.  We must “keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”  		Eph. 4:1-6; 1:22-23.
B. 	Division is condemned.  I Cor. 1:10-13; Gal. 1:6-9; II John 9.

II. 	 There are basic reasons as to why there is division in the religious 	world, and therefore so many churches.
A. 	Jesus said that many would be deceived.  Matt. 7:21-23.
1. 	Some are deceived because they do not love truth.              II Thess. 2:8-12.
B. 	False teachers draw away disciples from the truth.                Acts 20:28-29; Gal. 1:6-9; I Tim. 4:1-5.
C. 	The lack of love is one of the basic causes of religious error.
		John 14:15, 21-24; 15:10; I John 5:2-3.
1. 	Division often exists in local churches because of the lack of love.  Gal. 5:13-15.
2. 	We must love our brethren.  I John 4:7-21; Eph. 4:31-32; Phil. 2:1-4.
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III.  Division has come in the religious world over different areas of 	teaching.
A. 	Most churches teach error on what a person must do to be saved.
1. 	Jesus and the apostles taught believers to repent, confess Christ and be baptized unto the remission of sins.            Mk. 16:16; Acts 2:38; 8:36-38.
2. 	Most churches teach salvation by faith without the necessity of baptism for the remission of sins, while some teach baptismal regeneration and therefore “baptize” babies.  
B. 	In their worship, most churches have added instruments of music to their worship.
1. 	The apostles taught the disciples to sing and make melody with their hearts unto God.  Eph. 5:18-19; Col. 3:16.
2. 	The denominations use pianos, organs, bands, and orchestras.
C. 	Churches are unscriptural because of the names they wear, creeds they make and bind, works they engage in, and for many other reasons.
1. 	We don’t have to evaluate all of the teaching and practice of a religious group to know that it is unscriptural.
2. 	A few basic questions can show that a group is not following the word of God.

Conclusion

I. 	We have only looked at some of the reasons for division in the religious world.
A. 	Jesus established His church.  Matt. 16:18.
B. 	Men have taught error and formed the many religious divisions or churches or denominations that exist today.
II. 		Those who seek to be Christians should not be divided.
III. 		Those of us in this audience should seek to be right even if we are 	the only people in the world who do right.
IV. 		Take your stand for truth, and seek to convert those who are in 	religious error.
  V.   If you have not yet obeyed the gospel, do so today. 
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