

Begging and Receiving

Introduction

I.     Asking for alms was apparently a very common activity in the time of Jesus and  
       the apostles.
II.   Jesus taught that the disciples would always have the poor with them.                  
       Matt. 26:11.
III. Every day I saw people on the streets of Kaunas, Lithuania asking for coins.
IV. In this lesson I wish to consider the concepts of begging and of receiving better 
      things.     

Body

I.   Begging is the result of being poor or of wanting others to meet ones needs without
     working.
     A.  Many beg because they have been misfortunate and are unable to work.
           1.  This was probably the case of many in the first century.
           2.  Lazarus is an example.  Luke 16:19-31.
     B.  The Syrophoenician or Canaanitish woman asked Jesus to heal her   
           daughter as one asking for the crumbs that fell from the table.   
           Mt. 15:21-28; Mk. 7:24-30.
     C.  Some beg because they are unwilling to do honest labor as was the
          unrighteous steward.  Luke 16:1-13.
          1.  The steward conspired to steal from his master because he was ashamed to 
               beg.
          2.  There will likely always be dishonest people who will beg when they could 
               make their living by working.
	   a.  Paul warned about those who would not work.  II Thess. 3:6-12.
	   b.  Paul set the example of working to care for his needs and the needs of 
                    those who were with him.  II Thess. 3:7-10; Acts 18:1-4; Acts 20:33-35; 
                    I Cor. 9:3-19; II Cor. 11:1-9; I Thess. 2:5-9; Eph. 4:28.
          2.  Paul instructed the Thessalonians to work and said that those who were 
	   unwilling to work should not be fed by Christians.  II Thess. 3:6-15.
	   a.  They were to “note” or “mark” the ones not working and have no
           	       company with them.
	   b.  In all of this, though, the Christians were not to become weary in doing 
	        that which was good.  (Gal. 6:6-10).

II. We can have better things if we ask God for them.
     A.  Jesus taught the disciples to pray.  Matt. 6:5-15.
           1.  We are to ask for our daily needs.
           2.  We are to ask to be delivered from temptation and delivered from the
	    evil one.
     B.  We are to ask, seek and knock.  Matt. 7:7-12; Luke 11:1-13.
     C.  We are to ask for wisdom.  James 1:5-8.
     D.  We must ask according to God’s will.  I John 5:13-15.
     E.  We are to ask for healing and the forgiveness of sin.  I Jn 5:16-17; Jas. 5:13-20.
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Conclusion

I.   Obviously those in this room are not going to beg on the streets.
II.  We do have needs, and we should seek the fulfillment of those needs by honest 
      labor and by petitioning the Father.
III.There are even greater blessings to be received than those that are physical and
      temporal.
III.God can help us if we do our part, ask for His blessings and obey His will.
IV.We must first obey His first principles of the gospel.  Mk. 16:16; Acts 2:38.
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