
Cheating Will Not Occur in the Judgment
 
Introduction
   I.  The October, 1995 Reader's Digest, on pages 65-70, has a revealing 
        article on cheating in the schools, by Daniel R. Levine.  
        A.  The article reveals that students will do anything they can to cheat
	  on examinations so they can have good grades.
	  1.  They do this without remorse.
	  2.  One high school student, who had written on her hand in miniature the 
	       abbreviations of the fifty states, said, "I don't feel guilty.  I feel good 
	       because I'm going to get a good grade."
        B.  The author states that in "1969, 34 percent of high-school students admitted
	  using cheat sheets on tests; (and that) by 1989, that figure had doubled."
  II.  Kevin Ryan, founding director of the Center for the Advancement of Ethics
        and Character at Boston University, said, "Moral standards have become so     
        eroded that many children can no longer tell right from wrong."
        A.  He added, "Kids have no moral compass other than enlightened self-
	  interest."
        B.  According to Levine, Ryan "blames the nation's schools for abandoning 
	  their traditional role of providing students with moral guidance.  'It is the
	  the legacy of the 1960s that schools do not pass on the ethical values of 
	  society.'"
III.  These comments are not surprising when one of this county's prominent 
        educators wrote a letter to the editor in the local paper saying we talk too
        much about "values" in the schools.
        A.  This educator was, this summer, arrested for soliciting a male undercover
	  police officer for unlawful sexual relations in one of the parks in 
	  Murfreesboro.
        B.  The charges were dropped due to some technicality of the charge in the 
	  arrest.
IV.  We need to be reminded that even though much cheating is going on in the 
        world, we will not be able to cheat in the judgment.
  V.  My last lesson, on Sunday morning, was an exam which I asked you to take;     
        in this lesson we will consider the final judgment before Christ.

Body	

    I.  The judgment will follow this life.  Heb. 9:27.
         A.  During time, God gives us opportunity to repent.  II Pet. 3:9.
	  1.  God loved us enough to send His Son.  John 3:16.
	  2.  Jesus loved us enough to die on the cross as a sacrifice for 
	       our sins.  Phil. 2:5-8; II Cor. 8:9; I Pet. 2:21-24.
	  3.  The Holy Spirit revealed all things to the apostles so that man
	       can know what to do to please God.  John 14:26; 16:7-14;
	       II Pet. 1:2-4.
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        B.  Sinners are taught what they must do to be saved.
	  1.  Believe in Christ.  John 8:24; Mark 16:15, 16.
	  2.  Repent of sins.  Acts 2:38; 3:19; 17:30, 31.
	  3.  Confess faith in Jesus.  Acts 8:37; Rom. 10:9, 10; Matt. 10:32, 33.
	  4.  Be baptized unto the remission of sins.  Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; 22:16.
        C.  Our only opportunity to do God's will is in this life, for after death
	  there is the judgment.  Heb. 9:27; (Luke 16:19-31).

  II.  People may get by with cheating in this life, but we cannot expect to cheat
        in the judgment.
        A.  Jesus declares that we will be judged by His words.  John 12:44-50.
	  1.  We need to remember what He has told us to do by His own words
	       and the words of the apostles.
	  2.  God's word will do its work.  Heb. 4:12, 13.
        B.  Our lives will be made manifest, or revealed, before the throne of Christ.
	  II Cor. 5:10.
	  1.  We will be judged by what we have done in the body.  
	  2.  There will be no opportunity to obey what we have refused to obey 
	       or to cheat in any way as we are judged by Jesus, the Christ.  
	       Rev. 20:12.
	  3.  Truly, "it is appointed unto men once to die, and after this 
	       cometh judgment."  Heb. 9:27.

Conclusion

   I.  Cheating continues in this life, but there will be no way to cheat on the
        day of final judgment.
  II.  Have you obeyed what the Scriptures teach you to do to be saved?
        1.  If not, you are encouraged now to obey the Lord so that you will be
	 ready for the judgment.
        2.  Will you obey today? 
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