


“Faith Unto The Saving Of The Soul”

Introduction

I. 	The Hebrews of the first century needed much encouragement.
A. 	They needed to be reminded of their faithfulness.  Heb. 10:32-39.
B. 	They needed to be reminded that they had not “resisted unto blood striving against sin.”  Heb. 12:1-8.
II. 	In between these two admonitions, the Holy Spirit exhorts them by using examples of those who were faithful, even in difficult circumstances.  Heb. 11:1-40.
III. 	Our lesson will focus on some of these examples.
IV. 	The examples are introduced with the last verse of chapter 10.    
 
Body

I.   Those who went before, who are good examples, walked by faith.
A. 	Faith gives assurance of, or substance to “things hoped for,” and is a conviction of “things not seen.”  Heb. 11:1-2.
B. 	Faith is basic to, or an “under support” of, our understanding and our service.   Heb. 11:3-40.
1. 	By faith we understand that the worlds were made by the word of God. Vs. 3.
2. 	By faith Abel offered the acceptable sacrifice.  Vs. 4.
3. 	By faith Enoch walked with God.  Vs. 5.
4. 	(No man can please God without faith.)  Vs. 6.
5. 	By faith Noah prepared an ark to save his house.  Vs. 7.
6. 	By faith Abraham left home to be a sojourner.  Vss. 8-16.
7. 	By faith Abraham offered up Isaac.  Vss. 17-19.
8. 	By faith Moses forsook Egypt.  Vss. 24-26.
C. 	These servants of God did not have everything “easy” for them, yet they were faithful to God, because they walked by faith.  II Cor. 5:1-10.
   
II.  We are expected to walk by faith, also.
A. 	By faith, like Abel, we worship God.  Acts 2:42; 20:7; I Cor. 16:1-2; Col. 3:16.
B. 	By faith, like Enoch, we walk with God.  Eph. 4:1-6; 17-24.
C. 	By faith, like Noah, we do what God says in the way He says do it.  (Verses at A.)
D. 	By faith, like Abraham, we seek for a better city.  Phil. 1:21-24; 3:20-21;  Rev. 21:1-7.
E. 	By faith, like Moses we forsake sin.  Eph. 5:1-12; 6:10-13.  

Conclusion

I. 	Is our faith strong enough to enable us to follow the examples of the faithful?
II. 	Do we have the faith to obey God’s teaching in order to be saved from sin?                Mark 16:15-16; Acts 2:38.
III. 	Do we have the faith to live faithful unto death?  Rev. 2:10.
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