



“Flee Fornication”

Introduction

I. 	In the last forty or so years marked changes have occurred in this country with respect to morality.
A. 	Numerous couples are living together unmarried.
B. 	Efforts are being made to legalize marriages of the same sex.
C. 	Millions of babies have been aborted.
II. 	The Scriptures deal extensively with teaching on the sin of fornication and adultery.
III. 	Isaiah pronounced “Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter.” Isa. 5:20.
A. 	Those who speak against living together before marriage, homosexuality and same sex marriages are said to be evil and mean-spirited; while those churches and preachers favoring such are said to be good, kind and loving.
B. 	We can truly love those who are involved in these sins, but we cannot accept and approve their behavior.
IV. 	In our study today, let us recognize that God demands purity of life and has declared that fornication and homosexuality are sins which are to be punished and from which we must “flee.”  I Cor. 6:18.
 
Body
I.   God ordained marriage of one man and one woman.
A. 	God recognized that man’s being alone was not good, so he made him a “help meet.”    Gen. 2:18-24. 
B. 	God declared that one of the purposes of marriage was to bear children.  Gen. 1:27-28.
C. 	Paul taught that the purpose of marriage was also to avoid fornication.                          I Cor. 7:1-5.
D. 	The Holy Spirit taught that marriage should be kept pure.  Heb. 13:4. 

II.  The New Testament teaches that fornication and adultery keep one from heaven.  
A. 	The Corinthians were warned of the sinfulness of such behaviors.  I Cor. 5:1-8;          6:9-20; 7:1-2; II Cor. 12:20-21.
B. 	The Ephesians were warned and told to reprove such sins.  Eph. 5:3-14.
C. 	The Colossians were “put to death” the sins in which they had formerly walked.     Col. 3:5-11.
D. 	The Thessalonians were taught sanctification in abstaining from fornication.                     I Thess. 4:1-8.

III. 	Homosexuality, the sin of Sodom and Gomorrah (Gen. 19) is also condemned.            Rom. 1:18-32.
A. 	The Gentiles rejected the evidence of God’s divinity and power.  Vss. 18-23.
B. 	God gave them up to the practice of gross immorality.  Vss. 24-32.  
C. 	The argument that some have made that homosexuality is genetic does not remove the responsibility of those with such desires to practice abstinence.
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Conclusion

I. 	Fornication, adultery and homosexuality will keep us from heaven.  Rev. 21:8.
II. 	If any have practiced these sins, put them to death, and live a pure life.
III. 	Believe in Jesus (Jn. 8:24), repent of your sins (Acts 2:38), confess Jesus as Christ (Matt. 10:32-33) and be baptized into Christ Jesus for the remission of your sins (Acts 2:38: Gal. 3:26-27).
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