Jesus:  Now Our Advocate; Later Our Judge

Introduction
   I.  The preacher of a local church has a small advertisement in the 
        local paper each Friday.
        A.  There are often brief comments designed to catch attention.
        B.  This week, just after the close of the O. J. Simpson trial, he
	  had this:        
			 "The Dream Team"	  
              	     On FINAL JUDGEMENT DAY 
			         is  spelled
			         J-E-S-U-S
			         I John 2:1-6 and II Timothy 4:1-8

  II.  I have often thought his comments were somewhat inappropriate, 
        but this one seems to exceed them all.
III.  The preacher seems to have misunderstood when Jesus is our
        advocate.
        A.  Perhaps the preacher did not mean to imply that Jesus will 	  
	  be our advocate in the judgment and recognizes that He will
	  then be our judge, but the implication was questionable.
 IV.  In this lesson we will consider not only the advocacy of Jesus, but 
        will also consider His being our judge.

Body

   I.  Jesus is presently our advocate.  I John 2:1, 2.
        A.  The word "advocate" is from the Greek word "parakletos"
	  which is transliterated "paraclete" and is defined by Thayer 
              as follows:
	  1.  summoned, called to one's side, especially called to one's 
	       aid 
	       a.  one who pleads another's cause before a judge, a 
		pleader, a counsel for defense, a legal assistant, an 
		advocate, 
	       b.  one who pleads another's cause with one, an 
		intercessor:  so of Christ in his exaltation at God's right 
		hand, pleading with God the Father for the pardon of 			our sins, 
	       c.  in the widest sense, a helper, a succorer, an aider, an 
		assistant; used of the Holy Spirit destined to take the 
		place of Christ with the apostles (after Christ's 
		ascension to the Father), to lead them to a deeper 			knowledge of the gospel truth, and to give them divine 			strength needed to enable them to undergo trials and 			persecutions on behalf of the divine kingdom.  See
		John 14:16, 17, 26; 15:26; 16:7-11; cf 16:13-15.
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        B.  As advocate, Jesus now intercedes for us.
	  1.  This fulfills prophecy.  Isa. 53:12.
	  2.  He pleaded for Peter.  Lk. 22:32.
	  3.  He pleaded for His enemies.  Lk. 23:34.
	  4.  He interceded for the apostles and for us. 
	       John 17:9, 20.
	  5.  He makes intercession for us at God's right hand.  
	       Rom. 8:34; Heb. 7:25.
        C.  As our advocate or helper, He is the propitiation for our sins.
	  I John 2:2; 4:10.
 	  1.  As propitiation, He is our expiatory sacrifice, that is, He is
	       the sacrifice who appeases, makes amends or atones for 
	       our sins.
	  2.  God accepted Jesus' sacrifice for those who had lived 
	       under the law.  Rom. 3:25.
	  3.  As high priest he made propitiation for sins.  Heb. 2:17;
	       (cf, Heb. 3:1; 4;14, 15; 5:5; 6:20; 7:26; 8:1; 9:11; 10:21).
        D.  Jesus shed His blood for the whole world.  I John 2:2.
  	  1.  Those outside of Christ, upon obeying Jesus, will be saved 
	       from their sins.  Acts 2:38.
	  2.  Obedience puts one into Christ where he/she is a new 	     	       creature and child of God.  II Cor. 5:17; Gal. 3:26, 27.
 
  II.  Jesus will one day be our judge.  II Cor. 5:10.
        A.  We will be judged as to whether or not we have made 
	  sufficient preparation.  Matt. 25:1-13.
        B.  We will be judged as to whether or not we have fulfilled our
	  responsibilities.  Matt. 25:14-30.
        C.  We will be judged as to whether or not we have helped others.
	  Matt. 25:31-46.
        D.  We will be judged by Jesus' words. John 12:48; Heb. 4:12, 13.

Conclusion
    I.  The preacher's advertisement in the paper was questionable as 
         to what it meant.
         A.  We will be charitable and say that he probably did not 
	   mean that Jesus is to be an advocate in the judgment.
         B.  Our thoughts have been to clarify His work in our salvation.
  II.  Jesus is now our Savior, advocate, helper,  intercessor and    
        atoning sacrifice.
 III.  On the final judgment day, He will be our judge.
 IV.  Use illustration of boy caught on railroad.
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Illustration:  A young boy was trapped in his car on a railroad track.    A  train was approaching.  A man came to the crossing and freed the boy from the car saving his life.  Later the same boy was guilty of murder and was being sentenced to death.  The boy said to the judge, "Don't you remember me?  You saved my life on the railroad tracks ten years ago."  The judge said, "Yes, I remember you, but then I was your savior--now I am your judge."

So it is with Jesus.  Now He is our advocate, helper, propitiation, Savior--later He will be our judge.
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