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Longsuffering:  Both God’s and Ours

Introduction

I. 	There is not a responsible person in this room who is not in need of the longsuffering of God.
A. 	No doubt, you have seen those who seem to hold that they are so perfect that, perhaps, they don’t need God’s patience and forbearance, but they are wrong.
B. 	We all must have it if we are to be saved.
II. 		If we will each be honest with ourselves, we will think of the 	many times when we have sinned against God and man, and, if  	it had not been for God’s grace in extending his longsuffering, 	we might have been eternally lost.
III. 	 The word “longsuffering” relates to the patience of God in His 	being slow to punish those who have done wrong, giving them 	opportunities to choose the right way.
A. 	The account of the father’s love for the prodigal son clearly illustrates God’s longsuffering.  Luke 15:11-32.
IV. 		In our lesson this morning, let us consider the longsuffering of 	God and the need of our being longsuffering to others.
	
Body
 
I. 	God is longsuffering.
A. 	God proclaimed His being longsuffering or slowness to anger to Moses.  Ex. 34:1-7.
1. 	God will give man an opportunity to do right. Ps. 103:17f.
2. 	He visits the punishment of iniquity upon the children when the children walk in their parents’ ways. 
3. 	Ezekiel 18 makes it clear that the soul or person who sins is the one who dies and that the children do not bear the guilt of their parents or vice versa.  Vss. 4 and 20.
B. 	Moses appealed to the longsuffering of God when the people rejected the admonition of God to go into the land of Canaan after the spies had searched out the land.  Num. 14:17-19.  (See Num. 14:1-25.)
C. 	Jesus taught that God was longsuffering to His elect, and that He would avenge them.  Luke 18:1-8.
D. 	God’s forbearance, longsuffering and goodness should lead us to repentance.  Rom. 2:1-11.
E. 	God’s longsuffering to the Jews was rejected by most of them, and the Gentiles turned unto God.  Rom. 9:1-33.
F. 	Paul considered himself a prime example of the longsuffering of God.  I Tim. 1:12-16.
G. 	Peter declares the longsuffering of God for the one hundred twenty years while Noah built the ark, even though only eight accepted it.  I Pet. 3:18-20.
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II. 	 As children of God, who have been blessed by God’s 	longsuffering, we must practice longsuffering toward others.
       [The Greek word makrothumia-(mak-roth-oo-mee'-ah), 	according to Thayer, means:
	1) patience, endurance, constancy, steadfastness, perseverance 
	2) patience, forbearance, longsuffering, slowness in avenging 	    wrongs.] 
A. 	Longsuffering must be a major characteristic of the Christian.  
1. 	It is a fruit of the Spirit.  Gal. 5:22-26.
2. 	It is one of the characteristics of our walk that leads to unity.  Eph. 4:1-3; Col. 1:9-11; 3:12-14.
B. 	In our exhortation to and teaching of others, we must be longsuffering.  I Thess. 5:14-15; II Tim. 4:1-5.

Conclusion

I. 	God is longsuffering, and we must be longsuffering.
II. 	We are truly dependent upon the longsuffering of God for our salvation.  II Pet. 3:9-16.
III. 	Will you respond to the longsuffering of God this morning in this day that God has given you to turn unto him?
A. 	We are all aware of the tenuous nature of life which is like a vapor or a flower that is present for a short time and vanishes away.  James 4:14; I Pet. 1:24.
B. 	We have all known, recently, of those who were young who died of a heart attack or in an accident. 
C. 	You have been blessed with the longsuffering of God up to this very moment; don’t reject God as the Israelites did, but obey Him today.
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