


Look, and See!
 
Introduction
    I.  Do you remember the first grade?
         A.  You may have read something like this.
 	   “Look!  Look!
         	   Look, Dick.
               Look, Jane.
         	   Look, Dick and Jane.
          	   Look at the dog.
               Look at the dog run.”
         B.  Thankfully, not all education or all literature is like this.
   II.  The word “look” is often used in the Scriptures.
         A.  Some of these passages will be considered in this lesson.
         B.  In addition, we shall “look” at some ways we should “look!”
       	  1.  These will include ways to meet our responsibilities to others,
	       as we studied in last week’s lesson.     
Body	

   I.  The concept of “look” is often found in Scripture.
        A.  God promised Noah that He would “look” on the rainbow and 
	  would remember His covenant not to destroy the world again 
	  with a flood.  Gen. 9:16.
        B.  God told Abram to look to the stars to see how innumerable
	  his seed would be.  Gen. 19:17.  
        C.  God condemned the proud look.  Prov. 21:4.
        D.  God warned about looking upon the wine when it is red.
	  Prov. 23:31.	        
        E.  Jesus taught the disciples, “Lift up your eyes, and look on the 
	  fields, that they are white already unto harvest.”  John 4:35.

  II.  The Christian should look for the opportunities he or she has to 
        fulfill responsibilities.  Matt. 13:14, 15.        
        A.  Look for ways to teach others.  John 4:35; II Tim. 2:2; 4:1, 2.
	  1.  Teach your children.
	  2.  Teach your husband or wife.  I Pet. 3:1-6.  
	  3.  Teach your neighbors, fellow-workers, school mates, boy/girl
	       friends.  Heb. 5:12-14.
        B.  Look for opportunities to invite others to the meetings.  
	  John 1:35-45.  
	  1.  We should first be attending regularly to show our own interest.
	  2.  Do you attend as much as you expect the preacher to do so?
	  3.  Invite family, friends, classmates, fellow-workers and neighbors.
  	  4.  We will have a special series of studies Feb. 23-25, 1995 on
	       creation versus evolution, so be telling others about it now.
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        C.  Look for ways to build others up, and avoid tearing down.  Gal. 6:1, 2.
	  1.  Use every opportunity to make others feel better.
	       a.  Janice has told me that she would often see a teacher who
		looked discouraged.
	       b.  She would say, “Are you having a bad day?”
	       c.  Often this led to the fellow-teacher’s telling her what was 
		troubling him or her.
	       d.  These teachers often thanked her for listening.
	       e.  One has to actually “see” the other person so as to respond,
		rather than just “looking” and going on our way, and then 
		must truly “listen.”
	        f.  Too many have allowed their eyes to be closed to the needs
		of others.  (Matt. 13:14, 15).
	  2.  Be careful not to say things that hurt other’s feelings.  
	       a.  Be especially careful when talking to a child.  Matt. 18:1-6.
		(1).  A little girl was told in her new school that they were to
		        bring flowers the next day, and prizes would be given.
		(2).  The little girl tried to tell her mother, but she was “busy”
		        and thought it was a “beauty contest,” so she dressed 
		        the little girl in a pretty dress the next day and sent her 
		        off to school.
		(3).  The little girl, knowing that she was to have flowers,
		        pulled some weeds out of the yard and took them in
		        her hand to school.
		(4).  When she arrived, older girls were standing at the
		        entrance to the school building, and one said, upon 
		        seeing the little girl’s “flowers,” “Oh, She’s going to 
		        win the contest!”
		(5).  At the first, the little girl felt good, but when she saw the
		        beautiful flowers others had brought, she knew the girl
		        didn’t mean what she had said, and she hid her weeds 
		        behind the flowers.
		(6).  Be careful about the use of sarcasm or mockery, saying 
		        something in words that are not sincere.  (Prov. 30:17).
		        (a).  “Oh, don’t you look pretty.”
		        (b).  “You are really smart.”
	 	        (c).  “You’re a big help.”
	       b.  Be careful when talking to the elderly.  I Tim. 5:19; Heb. 10:24.
		(1).  Lives of dedicated servants of God can be destroyed
		        by poorly chosen words.
		(2).  Since preachers often experience this from some who may
		        not actually be what they ought to be themselves, I can
		        sympathize when those who have been treated with 
		        disrespect, or without consideration.	 
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        D.  Look for ways to show respect.  Rom. 12:10a; Phil. 2:1-4; 
	  (Prov. 16:18).
	  1.  Young men, open the door for those who are older and for your
	       date.
	       a.  If your date is courteous and considerate before marriage,
		this may continue after marriage, but if there is no courtesy
		or consideration before marriage, it is likely to be worse
		after marriage.
	       b.  If he walks before you now, instead of putting you in front,
		he will likely always put himself ahead of you.
	       c.  Girls, demand respect, or send your boy friend packing.
		(1).  Don’t be as one little girl who said, “I don’t want boys
		        to open the door for me.”
		(2).  She will likely regret that statement later in life.
	  2.  Respect is shown for another when we do not violate another’s 
	       person by touch or words.    
	  3.  A man should never allow his mother, daughter, date or wife to
	       be deprecated, or “put down” by others.
        E.  Look for ways to help those in financial need.  Prov. 22:9.
        F.  Look for ways to improve communication in your family.
	  1.  Children obeying their parents will help the communicative
	       process.  Eph. 6:1-3; Col. 3:20.
	  2.  Fathers nurturing their children does the same.  Eph. 6:4; 
	       Col. 3:20.
	  3.  The husband is to love his wife as his own body.  Eph. 5:23-30.
	       a.  This means he is gentle, kind, loving, considerate, helpful, 
		forbearing, courteous and forgiving.
	       b.  The husband does not show his manliness by having his
		wife wait on his every need, but by the above characteristics.
	  4.  The wife should be submissive, fulfilling the needs of her 
	       husband.  Eph. 5:22.
	  5.  Learn to tell family members that you love them.
        G.  Look for circumstances in which you can rejoice with those who 
	  are rejoicing and in which you weep with those who are weeping.
	  1.  Show tenderness and kindness, while avoiding ugliness.  
	       Eph. 4:31, 32. 
	  2.  The family and church that has learned this will be a happy one,
	       even though it may face many difficulties.
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Conclusion

     I.  May God, through his word, open our eyes that we may see!
         A.  Isaiah once prayed that a young man’s eyes should be opened so
	   that he could see what was around him.  Isa. 6:9, 10. 
        B.  We should pray that our eyes will be opened to our own 
	  responsibilities.
  II.  Let each of us be better “lookers.”
III.  If we have neglected these things, we should repent and begin to do
        them.  
IV.  Those who are not Christians should become such and begin the
        wonderful life of service to others.
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