


Married to Man--Married to Christ

Introduction
I.     In Kaunas, Lithuania I walked down to the Archcathedral Basilica of St. 
       Apostles Peter and Paul on a Saturday afternoon when weddings were 
       performed.
II.   I walked into the back of the building and observed a wedding in which, after
       the priest had made remarks to the bride and groom, the song Edelweiss was
       sung in English by a very accomplished soprano and baritone, being  
       accompanied by the massive pipe organ and a wooden flute with the 
       accompanists being equally accomplished as the singers.
III. Later the soprano sang the song of devotion to Mary, the Ave Maria.
IV. The recessional was traditional with the pipe organ’s sounds filling the huge 
      cathedral to the extent one could feel the vibrations.
V.  The bridal party walked a couple hundred meters to the plaza in front of the
      Old Town Hall where three Mercedes were side by side with one decorated to 
      whisk away the young couple.
VI. No doubt, the two young people and their families spent much time and money on
      this marriage.
VII.Marriage is important, but it is even more important to consider our “marriage” 
       to Christ.

Body

I.   Marriage to another person while upon this earth is very important.
     A.  We must choose a person with whom we can make a life together.  
           1.  Not all people are compatible.
           2.  We can improve the way we get along even if the relationship is not ideal.
           3.  All marriages have difficulties through which the mates must pass.
           4.  “Into each life some rain must fall; Some days must be dark and dreary” 
                was a statement that an older gospel preacher would make in his prayer as 
                he performed a wedding ceremony.  
           5.  It is a reality that life is a series of hills, mountains and valleys, and we will
	    never fully appreciate being on the mountain top until we have been “down 
	    in the valley.”
    B.  We must be scripturally eligible to be married.
          1.  We must be persuaded in our own minds that we can live the married life 	  
               with another.
          2.  We must be unmarried, our previous mate must be deceased or have been
               put away because of adultery.  Rom. 7:1-3; Matt. 5:32; 19:9.
    C.  We must marry someone who is scripturally eligible to be married.  [See the
          previous statement.]
    D.  We must be mature enough to accept the marriage responsibilities.
    E.  We must be committed to the person to whom we marry so as to understand 
          that marriage is truly “until death do us part.”
          1.  We will love our mates above all others. 
          2.  Both married partners must forsake all others.  Gen. 2:24.
3. 	Husbands must love their wives as their own bodies.  Eph. 5:25, 28-30;         
Col. 3:19.
4. 	Wives must be subject to their own husbands.  Eph. 5:22 (Vss. 15-21).
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    F.  Because of the importance of these things, “marriage should not be entered
         lightly.”
         1.  The couple must recognize that each one must contribute properly for there
              to be the joy of marriage.  
              a.  This includes jointly working to keep the household going.
              b.  The husband should be responsible enough to make the income for the 
                   family.
	       [1].  Families can, indeed, live on one income.
	       [2].  Such families may not have everything two worker families have, but
		   they may have much better lives together.
	       [3].  Recent studies have shown that when there are young children 
                          needing day care that the wife’s income is more than consumed on 
                          the “expenses” of working.
              c.  Each must do his/her part to manage the children that may come to the
                   marriage.  Eph. 6:1-4; Col. 3:20-21.
              d.  Each must fulfill the other’s biological needs.  I Cor. 7:1-5.
         2.  As I walked along Vilnaus Street in Kaunas, a rather heavy-grandmotherish
	  woman was walking with a small-five-year-old boy holding on to the handles
              of a plastic bag she was carrying.
	  a.  I walked just behind them for about a block, and the woman was   
                   obviously, by her tone, fussing at the little boy. 
	         b.  He walked along silently, but grasping the bag, while many even younger 
		       children would run about the streets on their own.
		  c.  I passed them, stopped down the street a ways and looked back seeing that
		       the little boy had a black eye.
d. 	Do you wonder as I did if this woman or some other large adult had  
      struck the child?
e. 	I saw many, apparently loving, parents there, in fact, this was usually the        case, but I was distressed at what this little boy is seemingly going through.
f. 	Marriage should not be entered into by those who are too immature to     
      love and care for children, the product of a marriage, or who are of such  
      evil dispositions as to harm, abuse and discourage children.  Eph. 6:4;           
                   Col. 3:21.
        3.  On another day I looked from the second story down on the street and just 
             happened to see a man standing with two little girls, ages five and three, as
             they waited for a woman, whom I concluded to be the wife and mother.
	        a.  I don’t know what elicited the action of the man, but he bent over 
                  somewhat shaking his finger in the older girl’s face.
	        b.  Immediately the little girl looked “hurt,” and as she looked up where I
		      could see her face, her forehead was wrinkled and her eyebrows pulled into 
		      a “worried” expression.
c. 	She made some overture to the little girl as if to say things are okay, 
                  relaxed a little more, touched the little girl again and dropped the               
                  “worried” appearance.
	   	 d.  In a little while they walked off with the older girl holding the hand of the 
		      smaller girl.  
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             e.  All may have been forgiven, but will this little girl remember that moment
		      of hurt?
		 f.  How many of us may have created such hurts for our children when they
                 were unnecessary.  [Remember Col. 3:21.]
       4.  We must learn to love our family.
a. 	Older women are to teach the younger to love their husbands and children.  Tit. 2:1-5.
                 	
II.  As important as earthly marriage is, being married to Christ is far more
      important.
      A.  We must be eligible to be married to Christ.
	1.  We must forsake idolatry and any false way.  I Thess. 1:2-10; I Cor. 6:9-10. 
            2.  We must be believers in Christ, repent of our sins and confess Jesus’ name.
	     Heb. 11:6; Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; 8:37; Rom. 10:9-10.
      B.  We must understand that being a Christian may bring opposition and  
            even persecution.  Matt.  10:34-39.
     	1.  Those who obey the gospel in such countries as Hungary, Romania 
	     and Lithuania, cut themselves off from relationships that are very 
 	     important to them.
	     a.  For example, the marriage discussed earlier in this lesson could not
	          be participated in by one who has left the Catholic Church.
	     b.  They would be unable to be buried in church cemeteries.
	     c.  They would have to be willing to pay the cost.  Luke 9:57-62.
	2.  Do we even begin to understand what it means to be married 
	     to Christ?
	     a.  What have you and I sacrificed to be Christians?	
	     b.  Many Christians have to be continually admonished even to attend the
	          worship with God’s people.  Heb. 10:24-25.
      C. Marriage to Christ requires deep commitment, just as does marriage to man.
           1.  One must understand that the marriage to Christ is not only for time and 
                “unto death do us part,” but for eternity as well.
           2.  We must not “marry Christ” unless we are willing to fulfill our commitment 
                to Him.
    D.  We must be willing to submit to Christ as the wife submits to her husband. 
          Luke 6:46; Heb. 5:9; Eph. 5:22-32.
    E.  Thus marriage to Christ must not be entered lightly.
          1.  It is “unto death” and life.  Rev. 2:10.
          2.  Even with all of its blessings, being a Christian or married to Christ, will not 
               remove all of the “bad” or “dark” days.

Conclusion
I.    Are you willing to make the commitment to marry a husband or wife?
II.  Are you willing to make the commitment to be married to Jesus?
III. If you are eligible to marry Jesus, evidence your faith and repentance as you 
      confess Jesus and are baptized into Christ even today.
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