

Matthew 25--The Final Judgment

 
Introduction
    I.  Previous lessons have dealt with Matt. 24 and Jesus’ teaching
        on the destruction of Jerusalem.
        A.  Matt. 24 deals with the passing of the Jewish economy, as
           	 the law had been taken out of the way and nailed to the cross.
	  Col. 2:13-15.
	 1.  The law continued to be practiced for several years by the Jews.
             2.  There is a period of transition which would be accomplished, or
	       terminated, with the destruction of Jerusalem.  (Heb. 8:13.)
   II.  In this lesson, we will study the teaching that is recorded in 
         Matt. 25.
         A.  Jesus begins this teaching with the word “Then.”  
         B.  “Then” indicates a point in a discussion of what will follow
	   that which has gone before.
         C.  In I Cor. 15:24 Paul used this term when referring to the time
	   when Christ will deliver up the kingdom to God.
         D.  The use of “then” at the beginning of Matt. 25 helps us to 
	   understand that all of Matt. 24 is dealing with the destruction of
	   Jerusalem.
         E.  Now with Jerusalem’s destruction, Jesus turns to the judgment.
 III.  We shall study how the teaching of Matt. 25 is to prepare us for the
         judgment.

Body	

   I.  The first teaching deals with the ten virgins.  Matt. 25:1-13.
        A.  The ten women were to have lights or lamps available to light
	  the way for the bridegroom to come in to the wedding feast.
	  Matt. 25:1.
        B.  Five were wise and five were foolish.  Matt. 25:2-12.
	  1.  All had made some preparation in that they had their lamps
	       with oil in them.
	       a.  The wise had extra oil, also, whereas the foolish did not.
	  2.  While waiting for the bridegroom, they all slept.
	       a.  This was true of the wise as well as the foolish.
	       b.  So there is not criticism because of this.
	  3.  Upon the cry that the bridegroom was coming, they all arose
	       to trim their lights. 
	       a.  Now the foolish have a problem, since their lights are going
		out, and they have no more oil.
	       b.  Their attempt to get oil from the wise was unsuccessful.
	       c.  They go to buy oil, but get back too late for the feast,
		and the door is shut.
	       d.  They appeal to enter, but the bridegroom said, “I know you not.”
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  C.  There are three lessons to be learned.
	  1.  The preparation for the coming of the bridegroom, the Lord,
	       must be ample, or full, and must be made during time.
	  2.  No one else can provide for us, to prepare us for the coming 
	       of the Lord.
	  3.  Watch for we don’t know the time of His coming.  Matt. 25:13.	        

  II.  The second parable deals with the servants who were given varying
        responsibilities.  Matt. 25:14-30.
        A.  The master is going into a far country and gives to his servants, 
	  talents, according to their individual ability.  Matt. 25:14-15.
	  1.  These talents represent responsibilities, according to the abilities
	       which they possessed.
	  2.  The Lord will not demand from us more than we are able to do.
	  3.  He does expect us to grow in our abilities and thus to meet greater
	       responsibilities.
        B.  The servants respond to their responsibilities and answer to their
	  master when he returns after a long time.  Matt. 25:16-30.
	  1.  The servants responded differently.  Matt. 25:16-18.
	  2.  The master makes a reckoning with his servants.  Matt. 25:19.
	       a.  He had made a reckoning with the Jewish nation in Matt. 24.
	       b.  Now He is teaching that in the kingdom of heaven there will
		be a reckoning.
	  3.  The servants report on their work. 
	       a.  The one with five, gained five, and is blessed.  Matt. 25:20-21.
	       b.  The one with two, gained other two, and is also blessed with
		the same commendation.  Matt. 25:22-23.
		(1).  God doesn’t reward based on how great we are, but how
		        faithful we are with that which is entrusted to us.
	       c.  The one with one, hid his talent, accused his lord and is cast
		out.  Matt. 25:24-27.
	       d.  That which the one talent man had was given to the one with
		ten talents.  Matt. 25:28, 29.
		(1).  God gives more to the person who develops his abilities
		        by meeting his responsibilities.
		(2).  We are not to be slothful in the Lord’s business.  Rom. 12:11.
        C.  This parable teaches us that we must be faithful in the use of the	
	  abilities.
	  1.  Don’t blame the Lord for what we say we can’t do.
	  2.  Do the best we can.
	  3.  A lesson is here for preachers, and all Christians, to do what we
	       are able to do.
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 III.  The third teaching in Matt. 25 tells us about individual responsibility
         to serve those who are the Lord’s and of the judgment, itself.  
         Matt. 25:31-46.
         A.  Jesus, the Son of man, is coming to judge.  Matt. 25:31.
	  1.  He will separate us, as a shepherd separates the sheep from the
	       goats.  Matt. 25:32, 33.
	  2.  The sheep, on the right hand, accepted their opportunities and,
	       according to their abilities, fulfilled their responsibilities.  
	       Matt.  25:34-40.
	       a.  When we do anything for the Lord’s brethren, we do it unto the
		Lord, and to fail to serve them, is to fail to serve the Lord.  
	       b.  Our primary responsibility is to other Christians.
	       c.  We can certainly help others, but must remember that the
		primary responsibility is to other Christians.
	  3.  The goats, on the left hand, had not met their responsibilities to
	       care for the Lord’s brethren and were cast out.  Matt. 25:41-45.
        B.  The Lord summarizes the punishment and the blessing.  Matt. 25:46.
	  1.  Eternal punishment will last just as long as eternal life lasts.
        C.  We should learn, from this teaching, that we serve the Lord as we
	  serve His children, and that we will be judged as individuals.

Conclusion

   I.  Moving from the destruction of Jerusalem, in Matt. 24, Jesus “then”
        teaches in Matt. 25 about the end of time and the judgment.
  II.  We must learn the lessons to prepare sufficiently, to meet our 
        responsibilities, according to our abilities and opportunities, and that
        we will be judged as to whether or not we have served our brethren.
 III.  This church, and we, as individuals, must do what we can in the service
         of God.
  IV.  Consider whether or not you are living in harmony with the teaching of
          the Lord, giving of your time, energies and means as you should so as
          to be found faithful at the end of life and hear the Lord welcome you
          into the eternal life.
    V.  If you have not become a child of God, you should do so today.
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