

“Sin is a Disgrace--Righteousness Exalts”

Introduction

I. 	Recently as I considered the consequences of sin in the lives of people, I was aware that sin hurts many other than the one who has sinned. 
II. 	As I thought about building a lesson on this subject, I decided that I did not
want to have a negative lesson that just dealt with the results of sin, but desired 	to stress the positive also.
III. 	This caused me to think of the statement in Prov. 14:34 where the ASV renders the passage:  “Righteousness exalteth a nation; But sin is a reproach to any people.”
A. 	The New American Standard Version uses the word “disgrace” rather than reproach.
B. 	We will follow this usage in the lesson.
IV. Think with me as we listen to some scriptural teaching on sin and righteousness.

Body

I. 	Sin truly is a disgrace and is harmful to many others than the one sinning.
A. 	David’s sin with Bathsheba evidences that sin hurts not only the sinner, but other consequences are experienced as well.  II Sam. 11:2-27.
1. 	Fornication is a sin against ones own body.  I Cor. 6:12-20.
2. 	David also sinned against Bathsheba causing her to commit adultery.
3. 	He sinned against Uriah, Bathsheba’s husband, by the act of fornication with Bathsheba, then by trying to deceive him and finally by having him murdered.
4. 	His sin was foremost against God, and He was displeased with David.  Psalm 51:1-4; II Sam. 11:27.
5. 	David was punished with the sword because of his sin, and his own wives were forced to submit to fornication.  II Sam. 12:10
6. 	The consequence included the death of the child whom Bathsheba conceived.  II Sam. 12:15-23.
7. 	Sin hurts more than the sinner; it surely is a disgrace.
B. 	You can, no doubt, think of numerous other Bible accounts of the disgrace of sin with consequences to others than the sinner, but awareness of the events in the news constantly shows this.
1. 	Murderers take the lives of innocent people as evidenced by the “Unabombers,” work and that of those who killed the people in the Federal building in Oklahoma City.
2. 	Rapists sin against their own bodies, but also against innocent victims who may never get over the horrifying experience.
a. 	Often divorces result following such sin.
b. 	Husbands and children may be neglected as a result of the sins.
3. 	You can amplify the instances of the terrible consequence of sin and be aware that sin hurts more than the sinner.
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II. 	Righteousness not only exalts nations, but also individuals.
A. 	Throughout the Old Testament Israel was blessed as it sought God and lived according to His will.
1. 	Our own nation was blessed for many years because it was a “God-fearing” nation.
B. 	God lifts up and exalts those who are faithful to him.
1. 	God exalts those who humble themselves.  Matt. 23:12; James 4:10;             I Peter 5:5-7.
2. 	The righteous who sow to the Spirit shall reap life.  Gal. 6:8-10.
3. 	Glory, honor, incorruption and eternal life come to the righteous.        Rom. 2:4-11.
4. 	Christians who may have been persecuted will obtain rest.                           II Thess. 1:3-12; Rev. 14:13; Matt. 25:46.
5. 	Many other scriptures could be given to show that God blesses and thus exalts the righteous.

Conclusion

I. 	Surely you will not question that sin is a disgrace while righteousness exalts.
II. 	You make the decisions which lead to God’s looking upon you either as a disgrace or as one to be exalted.
III. 	Make the right choice today.
IV. 	Believing in Christ (John 8:24), repent of your sins and be baptized into Christ Jesus for the remission of your sins.  Acts 2:38; Gal. 3:26-27.

Prepared by:
   David Arnold
   January  4, 1998

