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The Saint’s Versus the World’s Wisdom
 
Introduction
I. 	Each of us has known many people who are not Christians, but who are extremely wise.
A. 	This wisdom is often self-serving and is wrong in God’s sight.
B. 	We should learn from the good aspects of the world’s examples and avoid that which is evil.
II. 	I would like to encourage each of us to watch those that are in the world in 
	order to improve our own lives as Christians and to do a better and more 
	efficient work as the church.
III. 	Today we shall consider how we can benefit from what the world does in 	doing the work God has given us to do.

Body

I. 	We should be wise in what we do with earthly riches.   Luke 16:1-13.
A. 	The steward of Jesus’ parable was discovered to have squandered his Lord’s possessions.  Vss. 1-7.
	1.	This was not an uncommon problem then or now.  Vss. 1-2.
			a.	An accounting was ordered.  
2. 	The steward, being weak, sick or old knew he had a problem.  Vs. 3.
3. 	He formulated his plan.  Vss. 4-7.
			a.	He made plans which would ingratiate him to his Lord’s debtors.  
		4.	The debts were probably rents which were paid yearly, since he 				instructs the debtors to pay smaller amounts and write these smaller 				amounts down.  Vss. 6-7.
			a. 	 By this means he could expect the debtors or “tenant’s” to “take 					him in” after he’s removed from his master’s service.   
b. 	Even though this man had been unjust in his previous work as a steward and probably dishonest in this transaction, he had done wisely in caring for his own business.
		5.	His master praised his servant’s behavior, because he acted shrewdly 				or wisely.  Luke 16:8.
	B.	Jesus made application of the steward’s behavior.  Vss. 9-13.
		1.	The disciples were taught: “make friends for yourselves by means of  				the mammon (riches) of unrighteousness.”  Vs. 9.
		2.	Riches will ultimately fail all who trust in riches.  
		3.	Christians make friends with heaven by using earthly riches wisely.  				Matt. 6:19, 20; 1 Tim. 6:6-10, 17-19; 1Cor. 16:1, 2; 2 Cor. 8:1-7;     				9:6-11.
4. 	When we have made friends in heaven, they [the angels who are interested in our well-being (Luke 15:7, 10)] will receive us.
		5.	Are we as wise with our investments in heaven as those of the world 				are in their investments?
			a.	Look around you at your friends and neighbors, are you giving in 					your pursuit of heaven as freely as they are in the pursuit of  					earthly riches?
b. 	Are our riches truly being laid up in heaven, or are we using them for our own selfish purposes.  
6. 	We must guard ourselves to avoid covetousness.  1 Cor. 5:10-11;     6:9-10; Eph. 5:3-5; Luke 12:13-15, 16-21.





 II.	We should be committed in our work of serving God.
A. 	Observe the commitment of  those who are in the world or in 
		denominationalism.
1. 	Many in the religious world may be serving God in vain, but their zeal is apparent.  Matt. 15:8-9; Rom. 10:1-3.
2. 	Observe the tenacity with which people work to get ahead in business, industrial or educational pursuits.
3. 	Look at the efforts that grade and high school students put into their efforts to be the “best” ball players or other athletes.
4. 	Consider the efforts of diligent students to make good grades and to learn so they can enter the business or professional world.
B. 	We must truly be committed to God’s service. 
1. 	We must seek God’s kingdom above any earthly pursuit.         Matt. 6:19-33.
2. 	We will be judged based on our service.  Matt. 25:1-13, 14-30, 31-46. 
3. 	We are to be changed as the result of having had a change or transformation of our thinking.  Rom. 12:1-2.

III. 		We should seek to understand and love the people of the world.
A. 	Those in the world spend great efforts to understand and serve others.
1. 	They read books and attend seminars in order to know how to reach people so as to be more successful in business or profession.
2. 	Many take courses in school or college for the express purpose of knowing how to understand others.
3. 	Many show much concern for others individually and in service organizations.
a. 	You have seen what others do for the less fortunate in times of disaster or for those who have little of this world’s goods.
b. 	You know that your friends and neighbors often volunteer their  time to help others.
c. 	A plumber we use, goes ever chance he gets and at his own expense to other countries to help build church buildings.
B. 	God teaches us to deal properly with others.  
		1.	We must learn to put others first in our lives.  Phil. 2:1-4.
2. 	We must bear one another’s burdens.  Gal. 6:1-2.
3. 	We must love our neighbors as ourselves.  Matt. 5:38-48 20:20-27;       Matt. 22:34-39.
4. 	We should be going into all the world to teach the gospel to others.  Matt. 28:19-20; Mark 16:15-16.
5. 	It is disturbing to know that members of the body of Christ have to be motivated to attend meetings to say nothing of doing things for others.  Heb. 10:24-25.

IV. 	We should think of other ways that the world may manifest greater wisdom 	than we do.
A. 	The business of the church is often neglected.
B. 	Some churches can’t buy a runner for the center aisle without spending numerous business meetings in making the decision.
C. 	Preachers may never have come to appreciate the difficulties the members have in their day-to-day work.
D. 	Pettiness in the attitudes of the members may hinder the work of the church in accomplishing its work of  benevolence, edification and evangelism.
E. 	We may use materials and methods in teaching which are not appropriate 		or interesting.
F. 	Teachers may not give proper attention and concern to their teaching.
G. 	We may not support special efforts of teaching.
H. 	We don’t come to meetings on time.
I. 	Young people may consider owning a car is more important than attending the meetings of the church.
J. 	Visiting in one another’s homes is not considered important.
K. 	We may tend to leave the work up to someone else.
L. 	We may not be as concerned as we should be about our appearance or behavior in the meetings.

Conclusion
I. 	We should be wiser than the world in our conduct as Christians and members of the body of Christ.
II. 	Let us take the thoughts presented in this lesson seriously and make applications necessary in our own lives.
III. 	Let those in this audience show our sincere interest in spiritual matters by obeying the teaching of  God so as to be saved from past sin and to become children of God.  Mark 16:15, 16; Acts 2:38.
IV. 	As Christians, let us get busy in God’s service.
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