

They’ll Have Your Estate Auction
Introduction
I. 	Yesterday Janice and I went to the auction sale at the house formerly owned by our good friends, Harris and Mildred Dark.
A. 	The house was empty, and even though I didn’t go in, one of the sons, Jim, said he wanted to go in to see what the house looked like with no furniture.
1. 	Such experiences are often not pleasant, because all the imperfections of the house appear.
2. 	The dust will often remain on the floor where one could not vacuum.
3. 	The paint will have faded unevenly.
4. 	The emptiness itself is unsettling.
B. 	This reminds us of the body that remains upon the death of its sojourner and of James statement, “the body without the spirit is dead.” James 2:26.
1. 	Paul tells of the resurrection of that body as he points out its characteristics.  I Cor. 15:42-44.
2. 	The body, also, is empty at death, but a better, spiritual body awaits the resurrection.
II.   Both the body and the house are similar when the owners have left.
A. 	The furniture is gone and the house which was so important to its occupants is vacant and may be sold or torn down.
B. 	So our physical bodies, which are so important to us will have been vacated and our loved ones will seek to bury the dead out of their sight.  Gen. 23:8.
III.  Think with me as we consider the estate sale which may be the way our  former possessions are sold.
Body	

I. 	Your possessions and mine will one day be given away or sold.
A. 	It does not matter how valuable and important these things may have been during our lives, for they will one day be gone.
B. 	Family members may have received some of these items by mutual agreement or by a will, but they are no longer the possessions of the deceased.
C. 	The things that are left, and, in some cases to settle estates, all of the items are sold at public auction.
1. 	The deceased owners no longer have a need for or care about what is left.  
2. 	Some at the sale don’t care about the previous owners, but simply buy items they feel they need at a reasonable price.
D. 	As we think about this circumstance of life and death, we may come to the realization of the true value (or lack thereof) of things.
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II. 	That which is of real value is not what we leave at the time of our death for the estate sale, but what we have done with what we had while alive.
A. 	Jesus clearly taught this in the sermon on the mount.  Matt. 6:19-21.
1. 	He had just taught that we should not do things to be seen of men. 
2. 	He then stressed the importance of the correct priority of life. Vss. 24-34.
B. 	Paul taught us that our citizenship is not on this earth.  Phil. 3:20-22.
C. 	This is the reason Jesus warned us with the parable of the rich man.         Luke 12:13-21.

III. 	We need to be preparing for our estate sale.
A. 	Keep your house clean.
B. 	Get rid of what you don’t need.
C. 	Use what you have for the benefit of others as well as self.  Eph. 4:28;      Matt. 25:31-46.
D. 	Live a pure life in preparation for the time of death and judgment.               II Cor. 5:10; I John 3:1-12; Rev. 2:10; 14:13.
E. 	We must remember that though dead we may still speak.  Heb. 11:4.
1. 	Our “speech” after death can be either good or bad.
2. 	Be sure that in our death we speak as did Abel rather than Cain.

Conclusion
I. 	Yes,  death will come to us all and our estates will have been willed to others or  sold.
II. 	That which is so important now will, in no way, be helpful or important to us if left in our estate.
III. 	We should use what we have to honor and glorify God and to bring the lost to the salvation that is in Christ.
IV. 	We should all individually prepare for the day of judgment.  II Cor. 5:10.
V. 	Obey the gospel and live faithful unto death.
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