



Transform By Renewing Your Mind

Introduction

I. 	A few years ago small children were playing with “Transformers.”
A. 	I soon discovered that these were toys that might look like a car, but could be “transformed” into a man or some other figure.
B. 	I was always amazed at how easily the children could change them from one form to another when I had difficulty doing this.
C. 	Just recently there was an advertisement for a toy truck that could be transformed or separated into smaller trucks and other construction equipment.
II. 	These toy “transformers” help us to understand a biblical instruction.
III. 	Paul instructs Christians to be “transformed” by the renewing of our minds.  Rom. 12:1-2.
IV. 	In our lesson we will consider how our minds should be changed.

Body

I. 	Paul teaches us to present our “bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God.”  Rom. 12:1-2.
A. 	God wants us to be living and active in His service. 
B. 	God had shown His love for Jacob (the nation of Judah), but the people had refused to honor God with their lives and sacrifices.  Mal. 1:6-14.
C. 	Paul is teaching that we should offer living, acceptable sacrifice to God.  Rom. 12:1-2.

II. 	In order to offer the proper sacrifice we are admonished not to be conformed to this world.
A. 	We conform to the world because we think wrong.
B. 	John makes it very clear that the love of the world is wrong.                               I John 2:15-17.
C. 	Eve had this problem, and the problem is common to mankind.  Gen. 3.
D. 	Jesus warned about the wrong “mind” or thought.  Matt. 5:21-22, 27-28,     43-45; Mark 7:1-5, 17-23; Luke 21:34-36 (re: destruction of Jerusalem).

III. 	Our lives are transformed when we have our minds set on the proper thoughts.
A. 	“Set your mind on the things that are above.”  Col. 3:1-2; Eph. 5:15-21.
B. 	“Be of the same mind, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind.”  Phil. 2:1-4.
C. 	Think on the right things.  Phil. 4:8.
1. 	We must not participate in conversation, television shows, movies, songs or anything else that cause wrong thoughts.
       D.  We must think soberly about ourselves.  Rom. 12:3-8, 16.
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Conclusion
I. 	We can have the same mind and the proper mind only when we are taught from the word of God.  Rom. 1:16; 10:17.
II. 	Division and evil actions are the result of wrong thinking.
III. 	   Let us all seek to control our minds and actions by conforming our thinking to  	the word God has provided.
         A.  As we “renew” our minds, we can transform our lives.
IV. 	  Those who believe God’s word should obey it.
   V.   Do so today.
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