
We Are All Getting Older

Introduction:
  I.  A few days ago I left the hospital room of an eighty-six-year-old Christian.
      A.  She has recently traveled around the world and has been in many foreign
	countries.  
      B.  But things changed when she broke her hip and has had to be in 
            rehabilitation for several months.
      C.  We must all be aware that things will change with us as well.
 II. Upon leaving the Christian's room, I saw another elderly woman (Please   
      understand that I'm not so sure when one becomes elderly now!) in the hall who
      recognized me.  
      A.	I had fitted her with hearing aids a few years ago, and she expressed 
	appreciation for my work.
      B.  Before and after the very cogent discussion about hearing aids, she said,
	"These girls (nurses) have me down here to get my money.  They're going
	to have a party with pop and booze, and I am supposed to pay for it."
      C.  As I waited for the elevator, I was impressed with how aging is sometimes
	sad and disappointing.
	1.  The only way aging can be the way it should be is to be a faithful 
	     Christian, and even then, there may be burdens to bear.
 III.  In this lesson, I want us to think about the aging process and what we should 
        do about it.

Body:

    I.  The Holy Spirit has taught us about aging.  Eccl. 12:1-14.
         A.  He urges all to remember the Creator in their youth. Vs. 1.
         B.  There will be a time when one does not enjoy life and is not able to 
	   function as in earlier life.  Vss. 2-6.
         C.  Ultimately, all will die.  Vs. 7.
	   1.  We are appointed to death.  Heb. 9:27.
	   2.  With death comes judgment.  Heb. 9:27, 28; II Cor. 5:10;
	        Acts 17:30, 31.
	   3.  Perhaps our lives have been extended to this very time so that we will
	        have the opportunity to get our lives right with man and God!
	        II Pet. 3:9.

   II.  Have you made proper preparations for life after death?
         A.  We are taught clearly in the New Testament what the Lord requires of us
	   in order that we may be saved.  
	   1.  We must believe in God as Father, Jesus as Christ and the Holy Spirit
	        as the revealer of  God's will.  Heb. 10:36-39; 11:5, 6; Mark 16:15, 16;
	        John 8:24.
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 	    2.  We must repent of our sins.  Acts 2:38; 3:19; 17:30, 31.
	    3.  We must confess faith in Jesus.  Acts 8:37; Matt. 10:32, 33;
	         Rom. 10:9, 10.  
	    4.  We must be baptized into Christ for the remission of sins.
	         Mark 16:15, 16; Acts 2:38; 22:16; I Pet. 3:21.
	    5.  Jesus sums up the remainder of our lives by teaching us to be faithful
	          to the end of our lives, even if we are put to death for our faith.

Conclusion:

    I.  What is your attitude toward aging?
   II.  Do you look upon it as a sad time with no hope?
         A.  Aging is sad if you are like the foolish builder of Matt. 7:26, 27 and the
	   foolish women of Matt. 25:1-13.
  III.  If you are a faithful Christian, you can look upon aging as a natural process
          that leads, ultimately, to eternal life with God. 
          A.  You can be like the wise builder of Matt. 7:24-25 and the wise women of 
 	    Matt. 25:1-13.
          B.  Eternal life will result.  Matt. 25:46.
   IV.  Will you obey today?
          A.  "Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while the evil days
                come not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no 
	    pleasure in them." Eccl. 12:1.
          B.  "Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter:  Fear God, and keep his
	    commandments:  for this is the whole of man."  Eccl. 12:13.
          C.  "For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, 
	    whether it be good, or whether it be evil."  Eccl. 12:14.		
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