




What I May Want Versus What I Need
 
Introduction

    I.  For many years the statement has been heard, “Young people can 
         just not afford to own a home today.” 
        A.  I began to see the error in this statement years ago, also.
        B.  It is not that they cannot afford a home (or house) today, but
	  they cannot afford the house they want.
        C.  About three miles from here here is a very small house that two
      	  different families lived in and where each family “raised” ten children.
	  1.  I only know two of the first set of children, and they both now
	       drive Cadilacs.
	  2.  One of the children of the second family is in the painting 
	       business now and is apparently doing well financially.
 II.  There is a tendency for all of us to want things that we can do without
       and which, in reality, we do not need.
III.  When I was in grade school I was taught that there were three 
        necessities, which were:  food, clothing and shelter.
        A.  Perhaps in our society today, we would consider food, clothing,
	  shelter, medical care and transportation as the necessities.
        B.  If this is, in fact, true, consider how much more than the necessities
	  each of us has.
	  1.  The kinds of houses, cars, food and clothing are, for most of us,
	       far beyond necessity and range into the area of luxury.
	  2.  If you do not consider this the case, you need to consider the
	       multitudes in many nations who would consider all of us as wealthy.
 IV.  I think it is important for us to consider our wants versus our needs, and
        we shall do so in the light of scriptural teaching.
        
Body	

    I.  Basic to this study, we must recognize that we may want wealth, but
         we only need the necessities of life.
        A.  The scriptures often teach the error of wanting wealth to our
	  own hurt.
	  1.  Those with a “mind” to be rich may be headed for trouble.  
	        I Tim. 6:9-16.
	  2.  The rich are instructed, or charged, to use their riches properly.
	        I Tim. 6:17-19.
	  3.  The psalmist was very clear in his psalm on the rich.  Ps. 49:1-20.
	  4.  The preacher said “Nor are the eyes of man ever satisfied.”
	       Prov. 27:20.
	       a.  There is the tendency to continue to desire things when we
		should be content.  I Tim. 6:5-8.
	       b.  Paul sometimes received abundant assistance in his preaching
		and sometimes had want, but he had learned to be content.
		Phil. 4:10-13.
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	       c.  We should all learn to be more content in our present 
		circumstances.  Prov. 15:16, 17; 16:8; 17:1; 27:10; 28:6;
		Eccl. 4:6, 13; 5:10-12. 
	       d.  We should learn to put our trust in God rather than self.
		I Pet. 5:6, 7; Matt. 6:25-34; Ps. 37:16-26; Prov. 10:1-5.
        B.  We should learn to use what we have wisely.
	  1.  Too much food, for example, can be worse than no food at all.
	       Prov. 25:16.
	  2.  We should learn to work so that we can have necessities and
	       can provide for others. Eph. 4:28.
	       a.  We shall be judged as to how we have used our material
		blessings.  Matt. 25:31-46.
	  3.  A student in one of my classes last week told how, while in the 
	       Navy and upon just turning 21, he was introduced to drinking
	       alcohol and “bar hopping.”  
	       a.  Over the next two years he ran up credit card accounts that
		he is still paying off even though he quit this behavior three
		years ago.
	       b.  While drinking and spending, he had friends, but they all
		were gone when his buying drinks for others was gone.
	       c.  He was very much like the prodigal son.  Luke 15:11-32.

Conclusion

      I.  This lesson has centered primarily on material things, but the
           application might be extended to other areas.
     II.  We should truly desire not to be in poverty, but we need to be aware
           of the dangers of riches.  Prov. 30:7-9.
    II.  We may all be too concerned about getting things which may be of
          little value to us while neglecting those things which are far more
          important.  Eccl. 5:10-12.
   III.  You and I will make our choices about the things of this world.  
          A.  We had better make choices that will stand us well in the
	    judgment.  Matt. 6:19-21.
          B.  If you are not a faithful Christian, you should become one.
	    1.  Believers should repent, confess their faith and be baptized.
	         Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; 8:37.
	    2.  Unfaithful children should repent, confess and pray for the
	         the forgiveness of sins.  Acts 8:22; I John 1:7; Jas. 5:16.
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